Kauai Testimony Ballot Regarding Hawaii Hompback Whale
Sanctuary Proposed Expansion
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- Should Sanectuary Lxpand Whale protections?,

Whale population has gone from 2000 or 3000 inmid 1970°s to a current poprlation of around 12000+
according o the Sanctucry's own information, At 6% growth annually, the population will be over 20,000
whales by 2018. There is no dlear purpose in tncreqsing protection. Curvent laws have more than
provided for a return in population. Anpihing beyond which fs added buragueracy.
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What would the current Humpback population be if there had never
been a Sanctuayy? ' |

Based on rumbers taken from The Sanctugry’s own literature it is questionable if it would have been any
different. A1 best a few whales, probably far less thaw 100 out of the current court af 12,000 plus
humpbacks, can be directly attributed to Sanctuary imvolvement. All of these are disentanglements or
siranding rélated. The real savior of the Humpbacl: has simply been the ban on whaling. It seems highly
- unlikely that they have ever actually directly prevented a collision as is implied by their own Top 10
Accomplizimenss”,
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Vessel Speed Limits@uring Whale Season

dMost whale infuries ol g small vessels (ion-military oy JSrelghiers) are a pesuls of the propelier, whish
dags the same damage ar 10 knots as it does at 30 knogs, M

. _ ore [mportan, i the size of the propeller. Nons
the less, despite the Humpbagik Dopulation doubling, the Sanetuary iself reports little or pe recent whale
deaths from eollision Many of the reported ‘colllsions’ are, in fact, ot dead slow o drifiing speed,
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Expand the SARCIBATY to include
190 Fathoms (600 feol) depth.

Whale population has gone fram 2000 or 3000 tn mid E970°s to g current bopulation of around 12000+

aceording to the Sanctuary's oym Informetion. At 6% growih arpually, the population will be over 20,000
viholes by 2018. There is 1o elear purpose n ncreasing protection, Current laws have more than provided
Jor g return in Populetion, Anything beyond which i delded bureaucracy. :
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Sea Turtles: Expand the Sanctuary fo include?

Poptdation has dramatioally ivereased since protection Trom bunting was instituged No additiong]
DUQIOCHion nagded ag cyrre

AL faws providing for large fines have been VEry sucogssfil,
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Monk Seals: Expand the San ctuary to incinde.

Monks seals are clearly endangered, but aecording o available information the papulation is growing
and pup movtality Is dows: in Humen cecupiad areas. While pup mortality is high and ‘population growth is
stagnant n “protected” Northern Haviation lslaud chein, Current laws sufficiently protect Monk seals
within the human inhakirad islands,
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Dolphing: Expand the Sanctuary to include.
Dolphins are not endangerad currently fn Hewaii,
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Hawatian Cultural Bleritage: Expand the Sanetuary to include.
This is « completely wnrelated ssus thar appears to have been added to the Sanctuary’s "Vision™,
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Coral Reef: Expand the Sanctuary to include.

Coral reefs are clearly suffering around the state and the world. However, the cause of this decline
appears more closely velated to problems Jike agricultural run off; climate change, and general pollution,
Efforts to control local rm off and silting of reefs would incur better results thasm limiting ocean uss. None
of the above will be fmproved by Sanctuary expansion ' ‘ '
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Ne Talke Zones (fishing) : _

" Mo take zones™ may not be practical in Hawaii due the highly mobile nature of most our preferred food
species. Blanket moratoriums alio have shown 1o be of marginal value as once they are re-opened there
fends (o be ¢ sudden ever Jishing frenzy that leaves the Sish popularion Just as bad off as before, Possibly, u
better solution would be statewide or island specific, individual species moratoriums that allow Sishermen
10 contlinue fishing but aliow a Ipecific species to recover and reproduce, Enforcement fs still reasonably
simple as mevatorivm fish will have a zere bag conr. A bounty on invasive/pest fish should be considered
All the above of which can be legislated and managed by DLNE Fish and Wildlife,
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No Aceess Zones: Create zones for species where there is mo public
access (no fishing, boating, touwrs, swimming, efc,)
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Shotdd Sanctuary “Vision” include plan for reducing its size or seope as
species are removed from endangered status or reach pre-determined
population levels

din light of the rapidly increasing populations of most of the species listed in the Sanctuary’s “Vision”, the
Juture relevance of the Sanctuay is questionable. There seems no cyrren reason for it to expand, It is
understandable that there will contiue to be o need for volunteers to continue warching the waters and to
report on violations of the existing laws. These laws and regulations are working, but there is no Durpose
to piling more laws and rezrdations on top of them,
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