Dear NOAA and The State of Hawaii ‘
I am a commercial fisherman for 25 years 2

I have seen many things in my days fishingy
and great white shark attacks on monk seals."Fe¢
25 miles from the nearest beach off Kau i
with live conger eels and rat fish sp. in their mouths. I have also been lucky
‘enough to go in the Pieces V sub off Niihau in 1300 to 700 ft deep for 8
hours on our seamounts. So I know a little and enjoy our ocean surrounding
these islands a lot.

I am all for continuing education of the school kids and our tourist and local
fishermen and ocean users. It is effective and you have done a fine job so far
on this. I support the information center for the whale sanctuary. As a
fisherman and a surfer and ocean user I have had no issues with the whale
sanctuary as it is now.

My fear is that if you include monk seals, green sea turtles, dolphins, and
coral reefs we could have many issues that are very negative to users of the
ocean. Fishing restrictions have been mentioned as being probable if these
marine resources are included. Changing boundaries around our island and
Niihau to include areas visited by these resources is dangerous. I fear that
Niihau will be taken away from us as a fishing and surfing and diving area.
It is the most special place I know and I respect and cherish the area for
myself and my children. I think that this money is better spent on education
then trying to arrest the hard working people of Kauai and that we must
learn to co-habitat with the Seals and turtles. Putting Coral reefs into the
sanctuary is just like what they did in NWHI and there is now no fishing
there. We are an island State and need the resources to survive not more
restrictions on our lives and livelihoods. Cultural heritage sites like
shipwrecks are already protected on Kauai as the only known shipwreck in
inside the sanctuary.

In conclusion, I am for the present Status Quo and continuing educational
resources. I am against the inclusion of Monk seals, Green Sea turtles, and
other dolphin species along with Coral species and ecosystem management,
under the umbrella of NOAA Hawaiian Humpback Whale Sanctuary. These
species are already protected under the Endangered Species Act and
redundant protection will unfairly limit the use of our resources by the
people who need it most. Coral Reefs are now being considered for listing as
endangered species so we need to really decide if this is in the best interest
of the people of Hawaii. It is not to be used as a political tool to get funding
and jobs for a few people who work on research and Sanctuary policy
makers. Sincerely,

Greg Holzman (808) 482-0875
PO Box Z 4 Kekalla Hi
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