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October 1,2010

Mr. Allen Tom

Regional Divector

NOAA Office of National

Marine Sanctuaries, Pacific Islands Region
726 South Kihei Road

Kihei, HI 96753

Re:  Support of Submerged Cultural Resources within the Hawaiian Islands
Huwmphack Whale National Marine Sanctuary

Dear Mr. Tom:

T would like to take this oppoitunity to suppert the inclusien of submerged cuitural resources
{during the forthcoming ianagement plan review) into the Hawaiian. Iskands Humpback Whale
National Mm_m_e Sanctuary. The sanctuary, encompassing some 1,218 square nautical miles.
around the main Hawaiian Islands, from the shoreline to the 100-fathom isobath, is a prime
location for potentialiy srgmﬁcmt submerged cultural tesources. From early - Polynesian
explorers, to the 1o centuty whaling trade, to the islands role in Woild War H, Hawaii’s
maritime herifage is truly unique. We must consider that submerged cultural resources are non-
renewable and deserve to be protected.

it h&s been esi;mated that apprex;maiely 75 pe&cent of ail S}npwmcks Wli:lnn ‘the westem-

‘National Marine Sancmmy A review of one Hawauan shlpwaeck mventm'y md;ca‘fes the;e are
approximately 53 historic vessels known to have wrecked -off the Big Island alone. Many of
these wrecks have never been located, documented, or assessed for significance. It can be
-assumnied that the total fiumber of shipwrecks and other submerged resources {such as prehistoric
remains, plane wrecks, etc.) is much higher throughout the entire Humpback Whale Natmnﬂl
Mmme Sanctuary.

1 have been fortunate to have worked on two submerged eultural tesource projects within the
Hawaiian Islands. In 2000 T was invited to instruct students (entolled in the University of Hawaii
at Manos, Marine Option Program) in remote sensing survey techniques for submerged cultutal
resources. All survey work was conducted in Kane’che Bay, Oahu and focused on the potential
remains of PBY aircraft associated with World War Il. More recently ['was invifed to participate
on NOAA’s 2010 Maritime Heritage Cruise to the Papahanatuimokuakea Maring National
Memiment' as a remote sensing spcciaiist We conducted surveys at French T}igate Shoal
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interested in locating 19" century whalinig vessels as well as ‘World War I1 resources associated
with the Battle of Midway. Both of these projects were hugely ._successfui and serve to highlight
the range of submerged resources within the Hawaiian Islands.

I wrge you to consider diversifying the sanctuary role to include submerged cultural resources.
Hawaal is lruly a umque place and its maunme hemage isamn mtegt al part of the history of these.

Michael C. 01' M.A W

Maritime ?léjéét Manager



