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KAHEA: the Hawaiian-Environmental
Alliance is a non-profit 501(c)3 working
to protect the unique natural and
cultural resources of the Hawaiian
islands. KAHEA translates to english

as "the call."

Mr. Allen Tom, Sanctuary Superintendent
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale Sanctuary
6600 Kalaniana'ole Hwy, #301

Honolulu, HI 96825

October 16, 2010
Aloha pumehana Mr. Tom,

Mahalo for this opportunity to provide our comments on the scope of
the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale Sanctuary management plan
review. We urge you to critically evaluate the success of past efforts
to implement this sanctuary’s mandate before considering changes.

KAHEA is a network of nearly 10,000 kupuna, cultural practitioners,
scientists, educators, artists, ocean users, and concerned individuals
working to protect Hawai‘i’s public trust natural resources. For ten
years, KAHEA has worked in collaboration with many other
organizations and individuals to establish the strongest possible
protections for our oceans, such as the area now known as
Papahanaumokuakea.

We are extremely concerned about the protection of Hawai‘i’s public
trust ocean resources. Despite the efforts of state and federal
agencies, many of our beloved marine resources remain on the verge
of extinction. As we go forward in the effort to protect Hawai‘i’s
oceans, it is essential to scrutinize the effectiveness of current
programs. In this context, we offer the following suggestions for
expanding the scope of this management plan review.

Has this sanctuary fulfilled its mandate to:

- protect humpback whales and their habitat within the sanctuary;

- educate and interpret for the public the relationship of
humpback whales and the Hawaiian Islands marine environment;

- manage human uses of the sanctuary; and

- identify marine resources and ecosystems of national
significance for possible inclusion in the sanctuary?

What can the sanctuary do right now to better fulfill its mandate and
reach out to communities within the current boundaries of the
sanctuary?

What steps can the sanctuary take to assist communities in
implementing the many community-based marine resource
management programs currently underway?



What role can/should communities within the sanctuary boundaries play in the successful
implementation of the sanctuary’s mandate?

What obstacles currently prevent the sanctuary from better fulfilling its mandate?
What can be done at the federal, state, and county levels to overcome these obstacles?
Should the sanctuary consider regulatory changes to better implement its mandate?

Should the sanctuary pursue an amendment to its mandate to include activities beyond
education and outreach?

We look forward to working with the Sanctuary staff and advisory council throughout this
management plan review process.
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