September 2013

Celebrate Historic Lahaina and Sanctuary Classic

Friday and Saturday, August 23 and 24 were
big days in Lahaina with many organizations
participating in the celebration of historic La-
haina. It was the grand reopening of the Old
Lahaina Courthouse which has been redone
with lots of new and interesting exhibits. As
you can see to the right, the visitors are enjoy-
ing and learning from the new displays. Many
of our NOAA staff members were present for
the celebration and blessing and they gave
talks on our involvement. You will want to visit
the Lahaina Courthouse to see the great new
displays if you haven’t been there recently.

In the photo above, the Rupprecht children, vis-
iting from Ridgewood, N.J., are learning how to
catch a crab using a stick with a thin string on
the Y shape at the end which can hook the crab
by the eyes. This is an old Hawaiian technique
that Luka Mossman , a lead person for the
Sanctuary Classic is teaching. Luka,from Oahu,
shared his knowledge of pono fishing practices.

The Sanctuary Classic was also held again on
Saturday in Lahaina harbor. The participants
could get fishing poles and try to catch fish.
Computers were available for them to download
photos for the photo contest and try to win one of
the many prizes. The contest is to promote safe
and responsible (pono) fishing practices and to
spread knowledge to sustain marine resources.
The contest will be over on Labor Day so get your
pictures in quickly if you plan to enter.
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Volunteers Jim Behn, Bob Ragains and Michele Paularina Keoni Licata has caught a (paper) fish and is being as-
at the Sanctuary outreach table where we had animal puz- sisted by volunteer Julie Merrick. He will take the fish
zles, our whale guessing game and lots of information. to the table to the left to measure it to see if it is a

“keeper” or must be put back due to illegal small size.
Matt Ramsey, over from Oahu, is assisting while
Annika Luc and her father, from CA, wait their turn.

Caleb Gray catches a big
one. He is also assisted
by Julie Merrik. This was
a very popular Sanctuary
booth and there were
waiting lines most of the
day. The participants
were given information to
take home on legal fish-
ing practices in Hawaii
and sustainable catch.

Bob Ragains talks about whales to Emily Oliver, a visitor
from Yorktown, N.Y. The visitors enjoy our question board,
“Are You Smarter Than A 5th Grade Humpback Whale?”

To the left, is Jeremy Oliver collecting
his prize for visiting all the tables and
getting his card stamped at each.

To the right, is Lucy Housman, from
Wailuku, painting on a whale that will
be a visual prop of a full size, to scale
whale calf. It will be used for our edu-
cational talks to give attendees a good
idea of the huge size of a Humpback
Whale by letting them spread out the
painting to see just how big it is. She
is assisted by Matt Wandershied.
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Honolua Bay Beach Clean-up
by Linda Tesar Amamoto

Volunteers, Jim, Behn, Susan Fladager, Jan Culbertson,
Larry Boysen, Jeep Dunning, Linda Tesar Amamoto,
Ka au Abraham and Kurt Fladager help at the clean-up.

On Sunday, August 10, the morning, after the nearly two
day, all island, rain showers, dawned with warm sun shin-
ing. Volunteers from all points descended on the sun dap-
pled, verdant valley that leads to Honolua Bay to assist the
Trilogy Blue Aina with a beach clean-up in conjunction
with their ocean clean-up.

The stream that led to the sea was running wild and fast,
which should have been a sign of things to come.

As we gathered along the shoreline, everyone was in
agreement not to snorkel out to the Trilogy Catamaran for
lunch due to the brackish water and low visibility.

Since it was quite difficult to see the bottom of the Bay
some dozen or so snorkel volunteers left the water and
joined us picking up land trash.

Ranging far and wide we all ended up with a huge heavy
black trash bag full which one of the crew members took
back to the trilogy on the surf board.

After we finished we all went to Kapalua General Store
and had a nice lunch together. Mission accomplished.

Turtle Release
photos and story by Jan Culbertson

Ka'au Abraham, Maui Island Coordinator for the Sanctu-
ary, is giving a quick talk/overview about what we do at
the sanctuary. The event was the Turtle Release in
Honolua. The Maui Ocean Center, in cooperation with
Sea Life Park on Oahu, gets turtles that were born at the
park, to raise at the ocean center until they are ready to
be released. August 29 was the release date. A large
group showed up to watch the turtles, that were about
two years old, swim to freedom.

Volunteers, Michele Paularina and Jeep Dunning get
ready to assist visitors to the Sanctuary outreach table.

We had an education outreach table set up and had over
170 visitors to our booth (that we managed to count). The
tattoos were very popular. Lots of people asking ques-
tions. Our puzzles were being put together non stop. To
the left is a photo of one of the six turtles that were being
released. The are painted on their shell with MOC (Maui
Ocean Center) and you are asked to notify them if you are
in the water and see one. Keep track of time and location.
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Animal Corner
Photo and article by Serena Neff

Yellowmargin Moray Eel
Gymnothorax flavimarginatus
Hawaiian: puhi paka (“fierce eel”)

To find an eel, on the reef one must possess a

quick eye; a glimpse of slithering movement

through coral or a rock nook is often all we get.

But patience pays off, as on occasion these

stealthy hunters will poke their heads (and sharp

teeth) out and wait for prey to swim by. To allow

ease in crevice creeping, eels have no scales or

paired fins. The Yellowmargin Eel gets its name

from the greenish yellow coloration on its tail; the

rest of the body is a mottled yellowish brown. One of
the larger eels at up to 5 feet in length, the Yellowmargin has no fear in attacking prey—Ilike fish, octopi
and other invertebrates—in broad daylight. What appears as a menacing panting behavior with their
mouths open, eels use a unique method to “breathe” by sucking water in through their mouth and over the
gills. An interesting scientific article from the Journal of Tropical Medicine, 1950, indicated the Yellowmar-
gin Moray Eel may have been responsible for poisoning 17 Filipino patients who had consumed the fish;
symptoms appeared to be mainly neurological and no specific toxin was identified as the cause during re-
search. The mystery remains, but perhaps don't eat the eel, just in case.

Sanctuary Lecture Series
There will be a Sanctuary Lecture on Sept. 12, 2013 given by Allison Wiest, who is the Community and
Education Liaison for the East Maui Watershed Partnership. The title of her presentation is: Partnerships
Protecting our Watersheds: East Maui

WHEN: Thursday, September 12, 2013 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m

WHERE: Hale "Amui (Kihei Conference Room), 726 S. Kihei Rd., Kihei

School Groups for September
Volunteers will be needed for school groups that will be on or off site for education this month. If you are
able to volunteer to help, please contact Ka'au at 808 879-2818 or kaau.abraham@noaa.gov
These are all for Kamehameha School, Maui and the dates are:

September 20, Friday, onsite, 9:30 AM-1:30 PM
September 25, Wednesday, offsite, 11:00 AM-3:00 PM
September 26, Thursday, onsite, 7:30 AM-11:30 AM
September 27, Friday, onsite, 9:30 AM-1:30 PM
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South Maui

Hawaiian Islands Humpback
Whale National Marine Sanctuary

Sunday

15

22

29

16

23

30

726 South Kihei Road,
Kihei, HI 96753 (808) 879-2818

West Maui

Whaler Village Shopping Center

Whalers Museum

2435 Ka'anapali Parkway
Lahaina, HI 96761 (808) 661-4567

September 2013

Tuesday

3
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

10
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

17
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

24
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

*East Maui
Watershed
Lecture
See Page 4

Wednesday

11

18

25

5

*45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and

12 *Lecture
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and

11AM Kihei

19

45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and

11AM Kihei

26

45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and

11AM Kihei

Thursday

11AM Kihei

Friday

6
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
1PM
Lahaina

13
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
1PM
Lahaina

20
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
1PM
Lahaina

27
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
1PM
Lahaina

Saturday

7
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
1PM
Lahaina

14
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
1PM
Lahaina

21
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
1PM
Lahaina

28
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
1PM
Lahaina

*The Lahaina Whale Talks are held at Whalers Village
Museum on Thursdays, Fridays and Saturdays at

1lam and 1 pm.
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