
 

 

SANCTUARY WHALE 
TALES 

Maui ’ s  Volunteer Newsletter 

November  2012 

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS HUMPBACK WHALE NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY 

Volunteer Activities 
 

Page 2 

 Foundation, 
Blue`aina, and 
Flying Gunard 

Getting to Know 
Staff 

Page 4 

Calendar  
Of Events 

Page 5 

Bake Sale and Garage Sale 
 
On Saturday, October 6, 2012 we held a very successful 
Garage/Bake Sale.  The proceeds from the sale were 
$1,150 due to the hard work of volunteers and staff.  After 
a lot of preparation work the Friday before as well as col-
lecting items for the previous month, the sale started at 7 
AM and went until 1 PM.  We had buyers all day taking 
away an array of different items.  We had furniture, clothes 
galore, household, etc.  Most sold and the remaining items 
were donated to the Kihei Salvation Army. 
Lyn Poncin made some wonderful pies and other baked  
goods.  Among the most popular and delicious were  
several Starfruit pies.  Yum!  Others baked cookies, etc. 
The comments were all 
positive.  It was a lot of 
work, but we made some 
good money for our ongo-
ing programs.   
After the sale we all 
cleaned up, then relaxed 
to a lovely lunch provided 
by the Foundation. 
Thank you so much to 
all who donated and 
gave time to help us. 
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Volunteers Help Kamehameha School Students 

                                                                               By Lopaka Aldrich 
HIHWNMS volunteers assisted 200 students and parents at the Sanctuary for combination learning 
days on September 18 and 20. The students worked with the Ko’ie’ie Fishpond, Digital Bus, and the 
Maui Nui Botanical Garden. The HIHWNMS volunteers introduced the students to the basics of Water 
Quality testing, types of water quality pollution problems, and the effects of poor water quality on the 
ocean environment. 

The Alaka’ina Foundation developed the Digital Bus educational programs that combine leadership, sci-
ence, and technology, and environmental stewardship. Projects include (1)Ka`a `Imi `Ike - a new "green 
bus"  debuted on Maui  in 2010 which features solar panels and biodiesel power. (2) Stewardship pro-
gram that engages elementary school students by having them monitor seashore pollution and marine 
debris and measure its effect on animals such as sea turtles, shore birds, and Hawaiian monk seals. 
(3) Field-based studies monitoring watershed systems using tools such as global positioning systems, 
geographic information systems, water testing equipment, and digital cameras. (4) Stream monitoring 
projects for students from grades 4-12. 

 

Kamehameha School Recognizes Volunteers U’ilani (Digital Bus), Joy (Maui Nui Botanical Garden ),  
John (Digital Bus), Jeep, Kirsten, Lopaka (Sanctuary) 

Large Group of Students Visit Sanctuary to Learn   Kirsten  Lewis and Jeep Dunning Assist 

http://www.alakainafoundation.org/news/releases/r_007.htm�
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Dactyloptena orientalis (Cuvier, 1829) 
 
Hawaiian: loloa’u; pinao 
 
Found most often over sand patches neighbor-
ing reefs, these unique looking fish will use their 
multi-colored and patterned “wings” (modified 
pectoral fins) to increase their apparent body 
size and appear larger to potential predators. 
Ocelli, or eye-like spots, on their fanned pectoral 
fins also give them the appearance of a large-
headed, big-eyed, fearsome, inedible creature—
or so they hope! These fins are modified further 
to allow the Flying Gurnard to crawl along the 
bottom on finger-like spines. Their square heads 
are covered in bony plates for additional protec-
tion as they rarely swim off of the bottom, unless 
it’s for love and spawning or during their juvenile 
phase. A dorsal fin on the head can be lifted and 
flicked by the Gurnard to create a popping sound 
and further discourage an attacker. Crusta-
ceans, clams and small fish are the preferred 
diet of these fish; dorsal spines aid in scratching 
around in the sand for a meal. The Hawaiian 
name, “pinao,” also means “dragonfly.” Flying 
Gurnards are related to scorpionfish but lack 
venom in their spines. Seven species are found 
worldwide with only one in Hawaiian waters. 

Oriental Flying Gurnard    Photo and Story by  Serena Neff By Lynette Poncin 
Foundation Fodder…. 

New items are coming into the Gift Shop. We 
now carry Sea Salt in individual tins as well as 
gift packs. Sea Salt has a cultural signifi-
cance; be sure to read the flyer in the Visitor 
Center near the salt.  
A DVD is also available for purchase. We 
hope to add some coffee mugs, embroidered 
caps and a new long sleeve T Shirt design. 
Also on tap is an order of Navy T Shirts with 
the Whale Tale on the back. This time we’ll 
make sure that the Whale Tale is on the 
women’s as well since we’ve gotten negative 
feedback on the women’s T’s without it. 

Trilogy’s Blue`aina Campaign 
 
On November 4, 2012, Trilogy will again be spon-
soring a reef clean up on one of its boats.  Last 
month the Fund Raiser/Clean-up raised over 
$1000 for The Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale 
National Marine Sanctuary! Special thanks to 
Whalers Museum and to Bo Petty for all his help 
in organizing the event.  If you are interested in 
attending November 4, you need to make a reser-
vation and give a credit card number to hold your 
spot on the boat. Your credit card will not be 
charged unless you don’t show up and your space 
is not filled. The reservation phone number is 
(808) 874-5649.  You need to bring $20 cash to 
be paid as you enter the boat.  The money will go 
directly to the charity that has been selected for 
the month. Trilogy graciously donates the use of 
their boat and the gas.  Trilogy staff members vol-
unteer their time and skill. 
The boat leaves out of Lahaina and the Captain 
will decide the day of the trip where the clean-up 
will be.  Snorkel gear is available on the boat or 
bring your own.  Arrive at the dock by 8:30 AM 
right next to the Lahaina Ferry ticket booth. 
Lunch is donated by a local restaurant.  This is a 
special monthly event thanks to Trilogy. 
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Allen Tom- Pacific Islands Regional 
Director 

Getting to Know Sanctuary Staff 

 Nancy Daschbach- Regional Administrative 
Assistant 

Ed Lyman-Large Whale Entanglement 
 Response Coordinator 

Matt Dixon- IT Specialist 
Rod Quigley- Facilities Maintenance  

Specialist 

Ka`au Abraham- Island Coordinator 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 

 1 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
2 PM 

Lahaina 
11AM Kihei 

2 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
2 PM 

Lahaina 

3 
 

4 

*Trilogy’s Blue 
`Aina Campaign 

8:30 AM  

5 6 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM   
Kihei 

7 8 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
2 PM 

Lahaina 
11AM Kihei 

9 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
2 PM 

Lahaina 

10 

11 12 13 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM   
Kihei 

14 
 

15 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
2 PM 

Lahaina 
11AM Kihei 

16 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
2 PM 

Lahaina 

17 

18 19 20 **Seabird Talk 
 

45 Ton Whale 
Talk 11 AM   

Kihei 

21 
Volunteer 
Meeting  

6-8 PM Kihei 

22 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
2 PM 

Lahaina 
11AM Kihei 

23 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
2 PM 

Lahaina 

24 
 

25 26 27 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM   
Kihei 

28 28 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
2 PM 

Lahaina 
11AM Kihei 

30 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
2 PM 

Lahaina 

 

West Maui 
Whaler Village Shopping Center  

Whalers Museum 
2435 Ka’anapali Parkway 

Lahaina, HI 96761 (808) 661-4567 

November 2012 

South Maui 
Hawaiian Islands Humpback 

Whale National Marine Sanctuary 
726 South Kihei Road, 

Kihei, HI 96753 (808) 879-2818 
 

 

*Phone 808 874-5649 in advance, with credit card, to hold spot , $20 per 
person. 
 
**Jay Penniman, manager for Maui Nui Seabird Recovery Project 
"Seabirds of Hawaii with a Focus on Maui Nui" 6 PM, Kihei Sanctuary 
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