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Volunteers and staff from the Hawaiian Islands 
Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary 
worked at an information table in the Community 
Services and Hawaiian Products tent at the 91st 
Maui County Fair on October 3-6 in Kahului.   
They talked to fair attendees about the purpose 
of the Sanctuary and about  whales, turtles and 
monk seals.  There was a popular “Are You 
Smarter Than A Fifth Grade Whale” game with 
honu and whale tattoos as prizes.  A number of 
fair goers that visited our table expressed a de-
sire to join the Sanctuary as volunteers.  To the 
right, see Lynette Poncin and Bea Lilly awaiting 
visitors to the outreach table at the fair. 

Michele Paularina and Tracy Burke at the Sanctuary table 

Over 500 fairgoers visited our table.  There are 
many outreach opportunities for Sanctuary vol-
unteers to interact with the public in this fash-
ion.  It is a chance to meet new people and 
spread information about marine animals and 
protection of our environment.  Jeep Dunning 
is the lead volunteer for scheduling these 
events.  Please contact Jeep at her email 
mauijeep@gmail.com to find out about or sign 
up for future outreach programs.  Others that 
participated in the Maui County Fair were 
Renee Lackey, Kathy Becklin, Pam Weaver 
and Jim Behm as well as staff members Rod 
Quigley, Matt  Dillon, Ka`au Abraham, Bo 
Petty, Nancy Daschbach and Tracy Burke. 

Sanctuary Volunteers  At The Maui County Fair 
                                                                                                     by Michele Paularina 
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Election Preparations 

 
No, not the 2014 Congress Critters election, the first Volunteer Council election. Three Volunteer 
Council Area Coordinator positions will be decided at the 15 January 2014 Annual Volunteer Meet-
ing. The three positions are the Kihei Campus Coordinator (Visitors center, docents, and lecturers); 
Outreach Coordinator (events and outreach volunteers); and Education Coordinator (programs, 
events, and education volunteers). Volunteers who have been active for approximately one year or 
more by January 2014 are eligible to run for one of these positions. If you are seriously interested in 
working closely with sanctuary staff to maintain and improve programs as well as in an informed, 
well trained volunteer corps, consider nominating yourself. Watch your email for nomination details 
from the Nominating Committee, including position descriptions, during the nominating period from 
mid-November to mid-December.  On line voting will begin in mid-December, and there will be op-
portunity to cast ballots at the January meeting. 
The remaining Area Coordinator positions will be elected in 2015. The West Maui Coordinator posi-
tion is vacant, and the Council can fill that position by appointment until the 2015 election.  West 
Maui volunteers interested in filling that vacancy should contact Robyn Walters by  email at 
robynw@hawaiiantel.net 

The Maui Mall and Whole Foods celebrated Harvest Fest on October 27. Visitors enjoyed many fun activi-
ties including face painting, a live band, a classic car display and our HIHWNMS outreach booth with puz-
zles and a reef critter stamp activity. Thanks to volunteers shown, Nancy Daschbach, Jan Culbertson, Liz 
Stahl, and Jeep Dunning for greeting visitors.  Marv and Michele Paularina (Welcome back, Marv!) also 
helped to make it a great day!  Contact Jeep if you are interested in being part of future outreach activities.  
New faces are always welcome and help to fill the schedule. 

Harvest Fest at Whole Foods 
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Hawaii Island (Big Island) Doing Their First OutreachHawaii Island (Big Island) Doing Their First OutreachHawaii Island (Big Island) Doing Their First Outreach   

 
On October 6, 2013 the Hawai‘i Island volunteers held 
their first outreach at the Mauna Kea Festival of Aloha, 
held at the Hapuna Prince Hotel. This festival recognizes 
hotel employees and was open to all, employees, hotel 
guests, and the public. We had a steady stream of visitors 
to out outreach table; most were interested in the founda-
tion, the work of the sanctuary that we support, and how 
they can help this work. One of the highlights of the festi-
val was the keiki activities area, where one the more popu-
lar activities was the creation of fish prints. This activity 
was sponsored by the National Marine Sanctuary Founda-
tion and manned throughout the day by foundation volun-
teers. We collected the names of ten people interested in 
foundation volunteer work and additional cash donations. 
In all, we had a very successful day. To hear more visit: 
http://hawaiinmsf.org/about/ 
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Maui’s new 62 foot trans-oceanic double hull voyaging canoe will sail the pacific on December 21, 
2013 from Mala Ramp.  For the first time in at least 600 years, a Maui  canoe will sail the Pacific. 
The last $35,000 needs to be raised  to purchase needed equipment that hands cannot build, safety 
equipment, sails and anchors. 
 

Our youth have been patiently waiting for this opportunity to sail aboard  this living classroom.  Her 
future home will be at Lahaina Harbor, encouraging our community and visitors to embrace Lahaina 
as a famous Hawaiian port—home of generations of Hawaiian kings. 
 

This summer, Hui o Wa`a Kau conducted educational community workshops and ”Keiki Crew Train-
ing” for Kihei Canoe Club, Hawaiian Canoe Club, Sacred Hearts School, Kamehameha Schools, 
Kamehameha III elementary, Kihei Youth Center, Punana Leo, and the Maui Boys and Girls Club.  
Hundreds of youth learned knot tying, paddling, canoe plants, and use of a star compass. Next year, 
Mo`okiha o Pi`ilani crew will conduct 24 new workshops. Voyages and educational experiences will 
teach celestial navigation, Hawaiian values, cultural identity and respect for ocean habitats. 
 

Although this is not a Sanctuary activity, please, consider this wonderful opportunity to contribute to 
help this launch.  Our Sanctuary partner, Kimokeo Kapahulehu, requests that you contact  
huiowaakaulua@gmail.com to donate and  be counted in this historic launch event. 

http://instagram.com/HapunaBeachPrinceHotel�
http://hawaiihumpbackwhale.noaa.gov/�
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                                                                                                                        Photo and article by Flo Bahr 
Whale Shark 
Rhincodon typus 
 
The Whale Shark is the largest fish in the sea.  It is not a whale. It is about the size of a school bus as 
an adult.  These animals have been known to reach over 40 feet in length but most are smaller, usu-
ally 18 to 32 feet.  The one in the picture is a sub adult.   
 

Whale sharks are filter feeders that swim through the water with their huge mouths, that can be 4 feet 
wide, opened and collecting plankton and small fish to eat.  Whale sharks have about 3,000 very tiny 
teeth but they are not used during feeding as they sieve their tiny food through their large gills. The 
water and food that the shark sucks into its mouth is filtered through gill rakers.  Gill rakers are bristly 
structures in the shark's mouth that trap the small organisms which the shark then swallows.  Anything 
that doesn't pass through the gills is eaten. The water is expelled through 5 pairs of gill slits.  

 

Whale sharks are ovoviviparous, which means they give birth to live young.  It is believed that many 
young are in development inside the female and are released periodically. 

 

They prefer warm water and can be found in all tropical waters except  the Mediterranean.  Although 
the whale sharks are very large, they are gentle giants and don’t pose a significant danger to swim-
mers because they are docile and live out in the open ocean.  One whale shark did visit Molokini not 
too long ago and was a thrill to those that were on tourist boats out there and saw it and took photos. 

 
November 20th, Mandatory Refresher Meeting for Volunteers 

Please plan to attend this mandatory refresher meeting.  It will be an update on questions you 
may have, how to work with visitors , nominations for Volunteer Council and some new information 
about what is going on at the Sanctuary.  Those that find it impossible to attend will be asked to 
view a DVD of the meeting. 

(Serena Neff, who regularly writes this column, got married on October 27.  You can congratulate her on her happy event 
when you see her . Her column will return next month.) 



 

 

 

 

 

 
Sunday 

 
Monday 

 
Tuesday 

 
Wednesday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Saturday 

     
 

1 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1 PM 

Lahaina 

2   
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1 PM 

Lahaina 
 

3    
Blue`aina  
(Tickets  
Available) 

4 
Maui Ocean  

Center  
Outreach 

 

5 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM   
Kihei 

6 
 

7 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1  PM 

Lahaina 
11AM Kihei 

8 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1 PM 

Lahaina 

9 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1  PM 

Lahaina 
 

10 11 
Maui Ocean  

Center  
Outreach 

12 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM   
Kihei 

13 
 

 

14 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and  
1 PM 

Lahaina 
11AM Kihei 

15 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1 PM 

Lahaina 

16 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1 PM 

Lahaina 
 

17 
Blue`aina 
(Tickets  
Available) 

18 
Maui Ocean  

Center  
Outreach 

19 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM   
Kihei 

20  
Refresher 

Volunteer Mtg. 
Kihei 

6 PM-8PM 

21 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1 PM 

Lahaina 
11AM Kihei 

22 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1 PM 

Lahaina 

23 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1  PM 

Lahaina 
 

24 25 
Maui Ocean  

Center  
Outreach 

26 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM   
Kihei 

27 
Sanctuary  

Lecture 6 PM 

28   
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1  PM 

Lahaina 
11AM Kihei 

29 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1 PM 

Lahaina 

30 
45 Ton Whale 

Talk 11 AM and 
1 PM 

Lahaina 
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West Maui 
Whaler Village Shopping Center  

Whalers Museum 
2435 Ka’anapali Parkway 

Lahaina, HI 96761 (808) 661-4567 

South Maui 
Hawaiian Islands Humpback 

Whale National Marine Sanctuary 
726 South Kihei Road, 

Kihei, HI 96753 (808) 879-2818 

November 2013 

Save the date, December 11, 6 PM for our Sanctuary Christmas Party!  
(optional Gift Exchange $10 or less). 
 

Blue`aina December 1 to Lanai with Lunch. Tickets $50. 
 
We will have a Yard Sale/Bake Sale/Craft Sale  on 
December. 14.  Please start preparing for it.  
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