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Robyn Walters Wins National Title

Last month, you saw Robyn Walters honored for being chosen
Volunteer of the Year for the Hawaiian Islands. She has now been cho-
sen as National Marine Sanctuaries Volunteer of the Year. Each of the
14 Sanctuaries chooses a Volunteer of the Year and one is selected
from that group to be honored with the national title. We are so proud
that this year it is our own candidate who was chosen over the group of
hard working volunteers.

Here is an excerpt from a note Jason M. Patlis, President & Chief
Executive Officer of the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation (NMSF)
wrote of Robyn: “A volunteer since 2010, Robyn has logged over 450
hours this year alone. More than her hours, she has been an invaluable asset, serving in many different
roles as volunteer. Her work supports the sanctuary during a particularly important time, as the sanctu-
ary evolves from a single focus on humpback whales to an ecosystem-based approach, and as NMSF
stands up its first chapter, the Hawai'i National Marine Sanctuary Foundation, to support the site.

The Volunteer of the Year is one of three awards that NMSF presents to individuals who have
made significant contributions to ocean stewardship. Robyn will accept her award alongside the win-
ners of our Leadership Award and Lifetime Achievement Award at the NMSF Ocean Awards Gala in
Washington D.C. on June 10. As NMSF has done for the last three years, Robyn has been invited to
deliver remarks on her work and the importance of volunteerism for our national marine sanctuaries. All
14 site Volunteers of the Year — and indeed, the thousands of other volunteers as well — will be with us
in spirit that evening, as we provide bios of all the site winners in our program book, and show a presen-
tation of the volunteers in action to an audience of nearly 500 attendees representing government, busi-
ness, academia and conservation leadership on ocean issues.

The work of all the volunteers is truly inspirational, and recognizing the volunteer program is one
of the most important — and most gratifying — ways that NMSF supports the national marine sanctuary
system. The site volunteers of the year are all tremendously qualified and dedicated individuals, gener-
ous with their time and devoted in their energy. On a personal note, reviewing the nominations is one of
the most uplifting responsibilities | have as CEO, and working with our review committee to select only
one of the 14 exceptional volunteers is one of the most difficult. Congratulations again to Robyn and alll
the site Volunteers of the Year, and thank you to all of you for helping us honor their dedication.”
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Marine Mammal Response Training
Story and photos by Jeep Dunning

Nicole Davis, Maui Nui Marine Mammal Response Coordinator for NOAA Fisheries
Pacific Islands Regional Office held a workshop/training on a Wednesday afternoon for approxi-
mately 24 of her volunteers. Nicole lead the group through various marine mammal response
scenarios, including using monk seal crowding boards and a playpen as well as demonstrating
stranded whale and dolphin first response techniques.

Although this is not a Sanctuary program, many of the Sanctuary volunteers participated
as they are also volunteers for this program under NOAA Fisheries. Please report all seal sight-
ings on Maui to Nicole at (808) 292-2372.

1) The Monk Seal Crowding Boards are used to
contain and guide the “volunteer monk seal”
during a training exercise.

2) The “volunteer monk seal” is guided into the 3) The “volunteer monk seal” is loaded
pen so it can be evaluated or prepared for trans- onto a stretcher for transport.
fer onto a stretcher.

El Nifio Year ahead?

The NOAA Climate Prediction Center has issued an El Nifio Watch for the Northern Hemisphere summer and be-
yond, with a greater than 50% chance of an El Nifio developing. Currently, sea surface temperatures (SSTs) in the
eastern tropical Pacific have been above average, which is a key indicator for predicting El Nifios.

What does that mean for Hawaii? Although Hawaii does not generally suffer some of the extreme weather conditions
that many areas of the west coast have during El Nifio years, we can have drier winters, and an increase in hurri-
cane frequency and intensity. For more information, and to keep up to date on the forecast, check out this website:
http://www.elnino.noaa.gov/. There is a lot of information, and updates to the forecast are posted monthly.



http://www.elnino.noaa.gov/�
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Season Wrap-up on our Entanglement Response Efforts
Story by Ed Lyman

The Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale Na-
tional Marine Sanctuary’s large whale entanglement
response program was busy this season. A record 21
confirmed reports were received, representing at least
13 different animals. The Sanctuary works with its
partners, NOAA Fisheries, the state of Hawaii Depart-
ment of Land and Natural Resources, the U.S. Coast
Guard, and the on-water community in general, to free
these large animals from life threatening entangle-
ments and gain valuable information to reduce the
threat in the future. This season the network freed 3
whales from entangling gear. One of the animals, a
humpback whale calf, was especially gratifying. The
Photo by Jakara Hubbard, Pacific Whale Foundation young animal, accompanied by its mother, was
Breaching humpback whale calf, several days ~ wrapped in line around its body with nothing trailing,
after being freed from entangled line. and the line was quickly becoming deeply embedded
as the young calf grew, making it difficult to gain ac-
cess and cut the line free of the calf. In the end, the team waited for the calf to surface close
enough to the sanctuary’s response vessel, Kohola, for a double-edged knife (sharp on both
sides), specifically designed for cutting embedded lines, and placed on the end of a long car-
bon-fiber pole to be successfully used to cut the young calf free. The on-water community out
of Lahaina nicknamed the calf “Hulahoop”, while the community from Ma‘alaea started calling it
“Ringer”. Over the next month the calf was re-sighted by the tour industry over a dozen times.
While the wounds persisted the calf looked healthy and remained quite active, often seen
breaching with its mother. The last sighting was on January 11 as mother and calf likely headed
to their feeding grounds in Alaska.

Now in its 11" season the Sanctuary, and the network it leads, have freed 20 large
whales from life threatening entanglements. We have determined that the gear they get entan-
gled has come as far away as the Pribilof Islands in the Bering Sea. This season, animals were
entangled in Dungeness crab gear set in Southeast Alaska and king crab gear likely set along
the Aleutian Islands of Alaska.

Much credit goes to the on-water commu-
nity for helping free these animals. They are the
ones that initially find, report, document, assess,
and if we are able to mount a response, monitor
the animal until we arrive on site. Believe it or not,
a 40-ton animal ends up being a very large nee-
dle, in a much larger haystack - the North Pacific
Ocean. If folks see an entangled, or otherwise
distressed whale, please call the NOAA Fisheries
Hotline at (888) 256-9840 or the U.S. Coast
Guard on VHF Ch. 16.

Blade on pole being used to cut line off an entangled whale.
Photo by N. Davis/ HIHWNMS (NOAA permit # 932-1905)
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East Maui Taro Festival

The 22nd Annual East Maui Taro Festival will be held on May 3
from 9AM until 5 PM. We will have an outreach table set up in the In-
formation Tent. The Taro Festival is always an exciting cultural event
that you may want to visit this year. It will include a Farmer’'s Market,
Poi Pounding, Food Booths, Arts and Crafts, Information Tent (visit the
Sanctuary outreach table here), Music, Hula and lots of other events.

You can drive over for the day or stay overnight. It is possible to tent-camp overnight in
the campground at Wai anapanapa. (Reserve your space as soon as possible.) Or, perhaps,
find a place to stay overnight at a bed and breakfast. A couple of volunteers have taken cabins
for overnight Friday to Saturday but there are no longer any vacancies at the Wai anapanapa
cabins. If you are interested in volunteering at the outreach table, you may contact Jeep Dun-
ning (mauijeep@gmail.com).

2014 Molokai Earth Day
Story by Bob Hogan

Earth Day was celebrated for the environ-
ment and Malama "Aina at the 22nd annual Molo-
kai Earth Day this year on Friday, April 18. The
Humpback Whale Sanctuary exhibit along with oth-
ers brought awareness of our natural resources
and what environmental organizations, agencies
and local groups are doing to preserve it.

Our outreach display included puzzles,
which drew many young people, brochures, stating
our mission, scratch pads of various marine life,
and activities books. When someone participated
at our display, a paper was stamped as an entry to
a prize drawing. Steve Downey, Bob Hogan and Volunteers Bob Hogan and Steve Downey
Ka'au Abraham were present at the display.

An annual event theme is developed by the Earth Day committee and local cultural
experts. The 2014 theme is “He Wa'a He Moku, He Moku He Wa'a; Your canoe is like an
island, an island is like your canoe.” The theme describes how your canoe, like your island,
is surrounded by water, isolated and with limited resources.

Entertainment included Moana’s Hula Halau and MoBettah Band. Many local food

vendors benefited not-for-profit groups during this grass roots, family-oriented event from 5
to 9 p.m. at the Kaunakakai Ball Field.
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Maui Keiki Fest
Story and photos by Suzanne Langford

It began as a normal beautiful
Saturday morning on Maui. We all went to
the lawn of the University of Hawaii, Maui
College for the annual Keiki Festival. Ta-
bles were set up, we took out the puzzles,
Crowns of Coral, ink stamps, pens

As the keiki began to arrive, so
did the clouds. We watched the clouds as
they piled up against the north side of the
West Maui Mountains. The wind came up
a little. “Anyone have a raincoat?” Some-
one said, “Mine is in the car” as a hefty
wind brought huge drops of rain. Everyone Volunteers Larry Boysen, Konnie Fox and Steve
took a stand. We grabbed our hats, held the Downey assist visitors at the outreach table.

crowns down, put the books away; and
watched as some tents were being taken down. The wind became so fierce, Steve had
to HOLD down the TENT!

We waited out the storm, the sun came out, and Larry was able to wear the
Crown of Coral home. It was another good event.

Hold that tent down, Steve!
Larry Boysen in his stamp decorated “Coral Crown”
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Blue Aina

18
Blue Aina

South Maui
Hawaiian Islands Humpback
Whale National Marine Sanctuary
726 South Kihei Road,
Kihei, HI 96753 (808) 879-2818

5
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka'anapali

12
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

19
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

26
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

Tuesday

6 Council Mtg
10 AM Kihei
45 Ton Whale

Talk 11 AM
Kihei and
Lahaina

13
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei and
Lahaina

20
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei and
Lahaina

27
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei and
Lahaina

West Maui

Whalers Museum

2435 Ka'anapali Parkway

Whaler Village Shopping Center

Lahaina, HI 96761 (808) 661-4567

May 2014
Wednesday

7
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka'anapali
Mana Kai
Outreach

14
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali
Mana Kai
Outreach

21Volunteer Mtg.
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali
Mana Kai
Outreach

28
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali
Mana Kai
Outreach

Thursday

1 Ed Lyman’s
Whale Season
Wrap Up Talk
Kihei Site 6 PM
(Open to Public)

8
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

15
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

22
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

29
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

Friday

9
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka'anapali

16
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

23
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

30
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

Saturday

3
Taro Festival
Hana

10
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

17
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei
Semi-Annual
Monk Seal Count

24
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

31
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei




	East Maui Taro Festival

		The 22nd Annual East Maui Taro Festival will be held on May 3 from 9AM until 5 PM. We will have an outreach table set up in the Information Tent. The Taro Festival is always an exciting cultural event that you may want to visit this year. It will include a Farmer’s Market, Poi Pounding, Food Booths, Arts and Crafts, Information Tent (visit the Sanctuary outreach table here), Music, Hula and lots of other events.

		You can drive over for the day or stay overnight. It is possible to tent-camp overnight in the campground at Wai`anapanapa. (Reserve your space as soon as possible.) Or, perhaps, find a place to stay overnight at a bed and breakfast. A couple of volunteers have taken cabins for overnight Friday to Saturday but there are no longer any vacancies at the Wai`anapanapa cabins. If you are interested in volunteering at the outreach table, you may contact Jeep Dunning (mauijeep@gmail.com).

	
2014 Molokai Earth Day

	Story by Bob Hogan
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