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Outreach at Lahaina Whale Tales 2014

Volunteers Ruth Langstraat, Laura Gahr and Liz Stahl look- Peter Psaila and his wife, Pat, a volunteer, visit our outreach
ing like they are having a lot of fun at our outreach table table with volunteers Chris Lamb, Jeep Dunning, Laura Gahr

Whale Tales 2014 took place in Lahaina at the Maui Theatre on February 14-17, 2014. We had an out-
reach table set up there and were pleased that we had lots and lots of visitors to the table to learn about
the Sanctuary and interact with our volunteers. The event attracted hundreds of people who came to
hear the many speakers giving presentations on varied topics concerned with the marine environment.
Our own Ed Lyman, coordinator of the Sanctuary’s Whale Disentanglement Network spoke about the
role of the network, gave updates and showed video of entangled whales having life threatening line cut
away. Many of our volunteers spent all day Saturday and Sunday taking turns at the outreach table and
listening to the speakers when not on table duty. The talks were given by professionals from all over
the country on so many interesting topics. It was a wonderful way to learn from many knowledgeable
people good information about what is happening in the marine world today. The photography was fan-
tastic and the venue was comfortable. This event, though free to attend, is a fund raiser for Whale Trust
Maui, Hawaii Whale Research Foundation, and Center for Whale Studies.

We also had an outreach table at the Whale Day in Kihei at Kalama Park. We had a good location with
over 300 visitors to our table where we gave information about whales and our Whale Sanctuary.
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Kihei Whale Day Festival
by Bob Hogan

The Whale Day Festival occurred on Saturday February15,2014. Pacific Whale Founda-
tion hosts this annual event. That weekend had many other volunteer opportunities that
made our volunteers need to make hard choices. Once
again, most of the festival activities were in Kalama Park in
central Kihei.
Greg Kaufman gave an interesting presentation on Friday
night on the state of the whale. Then, on Saturday morning,
thousands of people watched the
parade down South Kihei Road.

Our Sanctuary outreach table had
a primary site in front of the main entrance. We welcomed
hundreds of people who stopped to talk to our volun-
teers. Initially, a flood of people passed by post parade. Our
location in "Eco Alley” was shaded and had an ocean view.
On occasion, whales could be seen in the distance doing
their whale things. This was an ideal location. Volunteers Susan Canfield,

Bob Hogan and Larry Boysen

Larry Boysen was instrumental in all aspects in this outreach.
Sue Canfield, Bob Hogan and Jan Culbertson worked the first shift while Jack and Mary-
Beth Klobuchar and Konnie Fox were on the second shift. Susan Canfield and John and
Nancy Norman stayed untill the end. Others were involved but unmentioned. Mahalo to
all those who helped out.

Road Scholars Visit the Sanctuary
by Liz Stahl

Twentyeight Road Scholars arrived at the Sanctuary. Ka'au Abraham gave a welcome
speech and introduced the activities for the day. It was fish painting, called Gyutaku. We
divided the group into two parts with half going to the Visitor Center for a special tour and
the other half painting. The painters seemed to really get into it after we showed them
paintings the volunteers made earlier in the day. After 45 minutes we switched groups so
that all of the scholars got to do both activities.

Some of the scholars brought their own t-shirts to paint and we got out the acrylic paint for
more permanency. There were some great images created.

After all the painting, the group enjoyed Ed Lyman's newest video on disentanglement.

Thanks to all the volunteers who helped and made it a great day for this group.
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Sanctuary Interpretive Sign Installed at Popular Beach Resort

This week the public found something
new to observe along our sanctuary
coastline. A newly designed sanctu-
ary wayside interpretive sign has been
placed at a popular beach walk, ocean
activities, shopping, and restaurant ren-
dezvous location. The spot is traveled
daily by hundreds if not thousands of
locals and visitors who cannot help but
notice the sign. Placed in partnership
by the sanctuary and Whalers Village
at Ka‘anapali Beach in West Maui, the
graphics and text will enlighten the curi-
ous about how to protect our most
highly observed and approached sanc-
tuary sea life. The location was chosen
for its views over the sanctuary and for

its most prominent and visited ocean front location on the property. While visitors stand at the sign,
the seasonal humpback whales can be seen blowing, splashing and breaching anywhere from just
off shore to across the largest area of the sanctuary where the densest breeding population of
humpback whales in the North Pacific can be found. Only steps from the sign, visitors can walk onto
the world-renowned, two-mile long, white-sand beach and dive into the tropical sanctuary waters or

by Bo Petty

board boats with the potential to see and enjoy other fascinating wildlife and ocean adventures.

Wow! What A Whale Thrill!

Thanks to our volunteer, Jan Culbertson,
for taking this picture of her canoe trip for
us to enjoy. The paddlers were sitting
still in the water when up came the
whales! We all know it is illegal to ap-
proach a whale within 100 yards, which
they did not do. While sitting still, the
whales swam over. That is called
“mugging” here in Hawaii because you
cannot paddle away while Whales are
present. Who would want to leave when
something this spectacular happens!

Jan also participated in the Ocean Whale Count which the Sanctuary partnered with the Pacific
Whale Foundation. She said, “We would count whales for 10 minutes, count activities for 5 min-
utes, then take a break for 5 minutes? Well, that is how the day went for those of us counting
whales on the sanctuary lanai. It was a good (if loud and sometimes a bit unruly) group. We al-
ways got excited when we saw a whale and then the discussion ensued - how many, any calves,
which way were they going. How far away they were and the compass direction were most often
discussed but in the end we counted our whales, cheered their antics and had a great day. We
even had yummy snacks to keep us well nourished and hydrated.”
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Pantropical Spotted Dolphin
by Serena N. Sultan

Photo by Serena N. Sultan

Pantropical Spotted Dolphin
Stenella attenuata

One of the more commonly seen dolphins of Ha-
walii, the Pantropical Spotted Dolphin is about six to
seven feet in length at full size, and tends to gain
lighter spots on it gray body as it ages. The tip of
the rostrum is white so that the animals appear to
be pushing ping-pong balls around! The spotted
dolphins may live an average of 40-50 years, with
the age of maturity at about eleven years. Calves
stay with their mothers for one to two years and
begin eating solid foods after about six months.
Groups of these animals are found in fifty to a few
hundred in both shallow and deep waters; they
feed on various species of pelagic fish and squid.
This dolphin is most well known for being the cen-
ter of the dolphin-safe tuna campaign due to its
high propensity to be the bycatch of the tuna fish-
ery. Currently, the population of the Pantropical
Spotted Dolphin is somewhat stable; however;
“small fishing vessels in Hawai'i regularly ‘fish’
spotted dolphins, repeatedly trolling through groups
to try to catch associated tuna.
(cascadiaresearch.org).

Marine Debris Monitoring Program
by Debra Wanderscheid

March's monitoring is on March 28th at
low tide time of 8:30am. It takes approxi-
mately 45 minutes to scour our section of
beach for garage & debris.

The section of beach that we are monitor-
ing is on Uluniu Rd (which is between
Waipuilani & Lipoa). The exact section of
beach is between 1226 & 1270 Ulunui
Rd. There are 2 community beach access
signs (beach access #119 & 120) that we
use as start/finish signs for our
beach. We will meet at beach access
119 (which is next to 1270 Uluniu Rd.)

There is parking available behind the Ace
Hardware Store located in the Azeka
Plaza Makai, which is across the street
from the beach access you will use.

Please plan on meeting us there! If you
know for sure that you will be joining us,
please let us know and we will wait to
start until you arrive, or you can catch up
with us on the beach if you prefer. You
can contact :
debra.wanderscheid@landsafe.com

Debra Wandersheid and Ken Blume collecting debris
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Ko'ie'ie Fishpond Cultural Canoe Tour
By Ruth Langstraat

Kimokeo Kapahalehua (back facing ) addressing six

Volunteers Katie Quinn and Chris Lamb
volunteers and guests on the tour

Do you remember February 17? The morning offered wind, light rain, and more storms on the horizon. Along with that, it
became a morning of chants, stories, and paddling. Six of us, Sanctuary volunteers, Katie, Liz, Flo, Chris, Roxanne and
Ruth joined 12 visitors for a Ko ie ie fishpond Cultural Canoe Tour with Kimokeo Kapahalehua. Kimokeo brought us to-
gether with a chant honoring the sun and the moon. He quizzed us about the Kumolipo creation chant and related it to
what we would be experiencing on our journey. He also talked about the construction of the fishponds that we would be
paddling through, as well as their importance to the people both culturally and as a food source.

Then, he engaged us in a call and response chant before we began to paddle.

Once in the boats, we paddled through the first fishpond at Kalepolepo and headed South. Kimokeo called out chants as
we went along. Because the tide was out, he had to lead us carefully through the areas of the former fishpond walls.

We went ashore for more talk story. This time we heard about the unique seaweed in the area that became part of the na-
tive diet as needed. We also learned a little more about way faring.

We returned to the boats to paddle back, navigating through the shallow areas, chanting.

This felt like a chance to catch a clearer glimpse into Hawaii's past; into what life here hundreds of years ago might have
involved. It was definitely a worthwhile experience and one that | can enthusiastically recommend to other volunteers and
guests alike.

Chris Lamb said , “The arrangement for our volunteers to have this experience started out with a conversation among vol-
unteers concerning their lack of knowledge of Hawaiian culture when educating visitors at the Kihei Visitor Center. Ka'au
was asked if we could take the Ko'ie'ie Fishpond Cultural Canoe Tour as a volunteer group to enhance our knowledge.
Thus, Ka'au communicated with Kimokeo who graciously agreed to the discount price to allow us the opportunity to paddle
for knowledge!!!

Please note: We, as Sanctuary volunteers, have been invited to participate in Ko'ie'ie Fishpond Cul-
tural Tours for a donation of $10 each if we arrange a group of 4, 6 or 8 people to attend on the same
day. We can invite those in our ohana (friends and family) to participate for $20 each. Just go to the
website: http://mauifishpond.com/hawaiian-cultural-canoe-tour/  On the second page, where it says,
“How did you hear about our tour?” Fill in we are Humpback Whale Sanctuary Volunteers. They will
then understand the reduced donation amount when you pay by credit card which will be asked for on
the following web page.
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South Maui West Maui
Hawaiian Islands Humpback
Whale National Marine Sanctuary
726 South Kihei Road,

Kihei, HI 96753 (808) 879-2818

Whalers Museum

March 2014

2435 Ka'anapali Parkway
Lahaina, HI 96761 (808) 661-4567

Sunday Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

*March 2 Hannah Barnard and Uncle Oliver Dukelow -Fish Farming Project 2 PM at Whole Foods
**March 6 Jessica Chen - Talk on Humpback Whale Sounds at Kihei Site 6 PM
Maui Ocean Center - 3/13 Anniversary Event, 3/17 Green Day Event. 3/22 World Water Day Event

April Forward Look- Watch for information about Earth Day Celebrations and the Keiki Fest

2 Whale and 3 4 Council Mtg 5 6 **Jessica Chen 7
Ocean Arts 45 Ton Whale 10 AM Kihei 45 Ton Whale  Whale Sounds 45 Ton Whale
Festival Talk 11 AM 45 Ton Whale Talk 11 AM 45 Ton Whale Talk 11 AM
Blue Aina Ka'anapali Talk 11 AM Ka'anapali Talk 11 AM Ka'anapali
MOC Outreach Kihei and Mana Kai Kihei
*Whole Foods Lahaina Outreach
9 10 11 12 13 14
45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali Kihei and Ka'anapali Mana Kihei Ka anapali
MOC Outreach Lahaina Kai
Outreach
16 17 18 19 20 21
BlueAina 45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali Kihei and Ka'anapali Mana Kihei Ka anapali
MOC Outreach Lahaina Kai
Outreach
23 24 and 31 25 26 27 28 Marine Debris
45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale 45 Ton Whale Monitoring
Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM Talk 11 AM 45 Ton Whale
Ka anapali Kihei and Ka'anapali Mana Kihei Talk 11 AM
MOC Outreach Lahaina Kai Ka anapali
30 31 Outreach

Whaler Village Shopping Center

Saturday

1 Whale and
Ocean Arts Fest.
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

8
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

15
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

22
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

29
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei
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