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PIR’s 2014 Hollings Scholar and UH Maui College Intern
By Nancy Daschbach

Each year, NOAA's Office of National Marine Sanctuaries Pacific Islands Region (PIR) provides
opportunities for internships so that students can add to their college experiences. At the same time,
these students give the PIR important products or information from the work that they accomplish.
This year, the PIR will sponsor two interns, one a Hollings Scholar, and one a local Maui resident
attending the University of Hawaii Maui College (UHMC).

Hollings Scholar - The Hollings Scholar Program in NOAA’s Office of Education
has provided the Pacific Islands Region (PIR) with outstanding students over the
past few years, and 2014 is no exception. The PIR is hosting one intern on Oahu.
Charline Quenée is spending her summer working at the Waikiki Aquarium. The
University of Miami senior will be assisting with aquarium summer camps and
other projects. In addition, Charline will be creating new educational activities for
the aquarium visitors.

University of Hawai‘i Intern - Daniel Mendiola, a

— —— — — junior at the University of Hawaii Maui College (UHMC)
majoring in marine biology, will be working with Dr. Damian Cie from UHMC
investigating the habitats inside and outside the Ko‘ie‘ie Fishpond, which is
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adjacent to the Hawaiian Islands

Humpback Whale National Marine

Sanctuary. His work will build on a

similar study by last year’s Hollings

Scholar, Alexandra Giametti. The

results will provide a longer term

assessment of the biological impacts that the fishpond has on
nearshore waters. Daniel plans to transfer to UH Manoa next to
complete his marine science degree.

Daniel’s internship is facilitated and supported by the
UHMC's Ka Hikina O Ka La program, directed by Dr. Cie, through
funds provided by the National Science Foundation's Advanced
Technology Solar Telescope Mitigation Initiative. The program is
committed to increasing participation by native Hawaiians in
higher education, particularly in Science, Technology, Engineering
and Mathematics (STEM).

HAWAIIAN ISLANDS HUMPBACK WHALE NATIONAL MARINE SANCTUARY
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Robyn Walters Receives Award in Washington, D.C.

Over 450 ocean support movers and shakers gathered in
Washington, D.C.’s Ronald Reagan Building the evening of 10 June
to celebrate the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation 2014 honor-
ees. Senator Carl Levin received the Leadership Award, while the
Honorable William Ruckelshaus and the Honorable Norman Mineta
received the Lifetime Achievement Award. Our own Robyn Walters
received the Volunteer of the Year Award and represented all the
volunteers of all the National Marine Sanctuaries and our National
Marine Monument. Her short speech, which began in Hawaiian and
thanked all volunteers, received a standing ovation and a special
accolade from a California Congressman. “I’'ve been listening to
speeches on the House floor all day,” he said. “Yours was the best
| heard.”

Robyn’s speech opened with our familiar “E ho mai” chant, then she went on to explain its meaning
and give her heartfelt words of wisdom, copied here in part:

“No matter which sanctuary is involved, sharing knowledge, trying to impart some understanding of
the sanctuary mission and the environment, habitat, and critters it was created to protect is an impor-
tant part of a volunteer’s job. As important as it may be, it’s fun, too. Fun to learn new things; fun to
share knowledge and enthusiasm; fun to make many new and like-minded friends. In all my 77 years, |
have never had so many friends as my homies — the Sanctuarians as | call them.”

Robyn received two awards, one from the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation plus a plaque
from the NOAA Office of National Marine Sanctuaries. Robyn has donated the plaque for display in the
Visitors Center or other suitable location.

In gala conversations and during congressional visits the preced-
ing day, Robyn adhered to the theme that while the National Marine
Sanctuary system couldn’t carry out its programs without the more
than 60 man years of labor provided annually by volunteers, neither
could it expand boundaries and
programs without additional
staffing and funding by Congress.

Her words were appreciated. How

long they will be remembered

will depend in large part on the

support raised by our Hawaii Dr. Kathryn Sullivan, NOAA
volunteers for the soon-to-be- Administrator and Robyn Walters
released Management Plan.

Robyn Walters and Allen Tom
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Road Scholars Visit
Story by Liz Stahl

Twenty-eight Road Scholars arrived at the
Sanctuary. Ka'au Abraham gave a welcome speech
and introduced the activity. It was fish painting and
the Japanese word for it is Gyotaku. We divided the
group into two parts, half went to the Visitors Cen-
ter for a special tour and the other half painted. The
painters seemed to really get into it, once we
showed them the paintings the volunteers had
made earlier in the day. After 45 minutes we
switched groups so that all of the scholars got to do
both activities.

Some of the scholars brought t-shirts and we got
out the acrylic paint for more permanency. There
were some great images created.

After all the painting, the group enjoyed Ed's
newest video on disentanglement.

Thanks to all the volunteers who helped and
made the day for this group.

All photos by Dorothy GhyIn-Bennett
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Hawaii’s Ulua
by Marv Paularena

We see the rows of big fishing poles lining our beaches as
local fishermen stalk large fish, mostly without success. What is
the object of all this effort? The hunt is for the largest member of
the mackerel family, the famous Ulua which may reach 200
pounds. These large apex predators are strong swift hunters that
are fearless and tend to hunt in packs like wolves of the sea.
Other names for these fascinating fish are jacks and trevallies.
Examples are most commonly seen as decals on local pick-up
trucks and cars. Famed for their strong fighting ability, the
Hawaiian people saw them as the embodiment of fierce warriors.

These animals are typically silvery in color, but tend to be nearly black when hunting or spawn-
ing. Large specimens may, because of diet, accumulate the very dangerous ciguatera toxin which
may lead to death if ingested.

The best place to see these fish is at the Maui Ocean Center’s Open Ocean exhibit where the fish
congregate at inlet areas because the highly aerated water is similar to their favored hunting areas.
The largest of these animals are about 100 pounds. Just watching them for a while helps us to under-
stand why the Hawaiian people respect them so.

Photo by Mike Rineer

Maui’s Manta Rays
By Flo Bahr

It was a packed house for Mark Deakos, Ph.D. when he gave his talk on Manta Rays to the
volunteers and guests at the Sanctuary conference room on June 19. His talk was part of the on-
going Sanctuary Lecture Series. He has been studying our local mantas and recording data about
them for years now. We learned that there are about 350 manta rays that hang around Olowalu
reef. Olowalu reef is one of two areas on Maui that still remains with over 50 % coral cover. This
is also where a large construction project is in the planning stage.

It was interesting to learn that the pattern on a manta’s belly is unique, like the tail pattern on
a whale. This is how scientists identify one from another. When mantas are born, they are about
four feet . Adult males are about 10 feet and females about 12 feet . The juveniles are seldom
seen at the in-between size. Like juvenile turtles, we don’t know where they spend those growth
years. We learned about the threats mantas face including large sharks, humans (of course),
entanglement, trash in the form of non-
degradable plastic, ocean acidification,
overfishing for shark fin soup (mantas
are in the shark family), scallops cut
from their meat, and loss of reef. Fortu-
nately, mantas cannot be taken from
the water in Hawaii. It was a very infor-
mative talk with some good questions
and answers at the end. Photo by Ka'au Abraham
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Volunteers Learn about Turtles
by Flo Bahr

|
Update: We have a nest this season already!

It was a fantastic learning session when Cheryl King, Coordi-
nator of the Hawksbill Recovery Program and Vice-President of
Hawaii Wildlife Fund, attended the monthly volunteer meeting
and gave an impressive turtle talk. We learned how to recognize
a hawksbill from a green sea turtle. The hawksbill has a pointed
beak, serrated edges on the shell, and four scales between the
eyes. The green has a rounded head, smoother edges on the
shell, and two scales (2 box pattern) between the eyes.
We also learned to identify turtle tracks in the sand. This is turtle
nesting season and Cheryl hopes you will call her, at any hour, if you
see what you think to be tracks of a nesting turtle. (Cheryl’s cell is
(808) 385-5464) Her group monitors every known nest in hopes to
make sure the hatchlings make it to the sea safely.
The tracks would go way back to the dunes area if they were
nesting tracks rather than just above the water line which would
likely be a turtle just up to rest or bask on the beach.
If you see a hawksbill turtle in the water, send an email to
Cheryl (wild@aloha.net) who keeps track of as many hawksbills
as she can. Let her know where and when you saw the hawksbill
turtle and a photo would be great if you have one.

Hawaiian Sea Turtle Nesting Information

by Meilani Nelson
Meilani Nelson is a 10 year old Maui girl who is a student assistant at the Sanctuary under the
supervision of her mother, Mele, a volunteer. Meilani has agreed to write about an animal each
month for our newsletter. This is her first article.

The Hawaiian sea turtle nesting season is from May to December. Hawaiian hawksbill turtles
nest on the main Hawaiian islands, predominately on the Big Island of Hawaii. However, a few
hawksbills and green sea turtles also nest on Maui each year. Hawaiian
sea turtles are endangered and nesting activity is protected to encour-
age population growth.

Coastal lighting deters nesting females from coming ashore to nest.
Therefore it is important to keep outdoor beachfront lighting turned
off during the nesting and hatching season.

If you find a stranded or hurt sea turtle, see turtle tracks, or what
you think looks like a nest please call 808-983-5733. If you want to pro-
vide additional help, you can download and print this form and record
the information researchers need to help protect our endangered
friends: http://www.turtles.org/sightingform.pdf



http://www.turtles.org/sightingform.pdf�
mailto:wild@aloha.net�
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South Maui

Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale
National Marine Sanctuary

Sunday

6

BlueAina

13

20

27

Monday

MOC Outreach

14
MOC Outreach

21
MOC Outreach

28
MOC Outreach

726 South Kihei Road,
Kihei, HI 96753 (808) 879-2818

Tuesday

1 Council Mtg
9:30 AM Kihei
45 Ton Whale Talk
11 AM
Kihei and
Old Lahaina Cths

8
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei and
Old Lahaina Cths

15
45 Ton Whale Talk
11 AM
Kihei and
Old Lahaina Cths

22
45 Ton Whale Talk
11 AM
Kihei and
Old Lahaina Cths

29
45 Ton Whale Talk
11 AM
Kihei and
Old Lahaina Cths

July 2014

Wednesday

2
*Mana Kai

Outreach

*Mana Kai

Outreach

16
Mana Kai
Outreach
(No monthly
volunteer meet-
ing)

23

Sanctuary Lecture

Series 6PM Kihei
Mana Kai
Outreach

30
Mana Kai
Outreach

West Maui
Whalers Village Shopping Center Old Lahaina Courthouse
Whalers Museum
2435 Ka’anapali Pkwy

Thursday
3
45 Ton Whale Talk
11 AM
Kihei
10
45 Ton Whale Talk
11 AM
Kihei
17
45 Ton Whale Talk
11 AM
Kihei
thism
24
45 Ton Whale Talk
11 AM
Kihei
31
45 Ton Whale Talk
11 AM
Kihei

Banyan Tree Park
Wharf Street

Lahaina, HI 96761 (661-4567 ) Lahaina, 96761 (661-3262)

Friday Saturday
4 5
11 12
Maui Nui Botanical
Garden Outreach
10AM-3PM
18 19
25 26

Kahekili Outreach
and FIN Event

*The outreach at the Mana Kai is
located at Keawakapu Beach.

Mana Kai Maui Resort
2960 S. Kihei Rd.
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