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Ocean Awareness Training

Training was held from June 10th to 20th
in Kihei and Lahaina and was well at-
tended. All of the presenters at these
sessions were new to this program and
gave lots of interesting and updated
information about their different areas of
expertise.

We give thanks to all of the experts for
giving us their time and the benefit of their L
knowledge on a volunteer basis. We also Ocean Awareness Training in Kihei
would like to thank Liz Foote and Donna
Brown for organizing the training and
Robyn Walters for the opening oli and for
her help running meetings in Kihei.

The attendees learned about Manta
Rays, Papahanaumakuakea, Managing
Shorelines, The West Maui Ridge to Reef
Initiative and how to use the Pacific
Islands Ocean Observing system

( PaclOO0S.)

Please look forward to attending the next
sessions of OAT in the fall.

Ocean Awareness Training in Lahaina

Hawaiian
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Dr. Cheryl Woodley returns to Maui

You may remember that NOAA’s Dr. Cheryl Woodley spent a few weeks last summer doing water quality studies
on our shoreline waters here on Maui. They’re back! She and her colleague, Lisa May, are using the back end of
the Kihei conference room as their lab. They also are joined by our two University of Hawaii interns, Wakea Po
and David Lima, and by Dr. Jon Martinez, HIHW’s marine science specialist. The team will be collecting sea ur-
chins for the type of analysis that Dr. Woodley has developed. Later, Wakea and David will be using their new
skills to conduct similar studies on our fishpond. The results of these studies will give us a better understanding
of the pollutants that are entering our near shore waters (including sunscreen).

We are lucky to have several interns joining us. Please greet our interns when you see them!!

Maui’s 2013 Hollings Scholar interns

The Hollings Scholar Program in NOAA’s Office of Edu-
cation has provided the Pacific Islands Region (PIR) with
several outstanding students over the past few years,
and 2013 is no exception. The PIR is hosting two interns
at the Maui site (and one on Oahu at the Hawaii Institute
for Marine Biology).

Alexandra (Sasha) Giametta is a junior at
Eckard College in Florida, and plans to major
in Marine Science. Sasha’s summer work fo-
cuses on the Ko‘e‘ie Fishpond, which is adja-
cent to the sanctuary offices on Maui. She is
investigating the habitats inside and outside
the fishpond by sampling and analyzing the
water quality, the plankton, and the fauna.
Her results will provide a snapshot of the bio-
logical impacts that the fishpond has on the local shore-
line, and could inform management decisions that the
sanctuary will make during its management plan review.

Erica Euker, a junior at the College of William
and Mary in Virginia, plans to complete her
degree in biology, with an emphasis on ma-
rine biology. She is assisting the region by
designing and producing a new activity book
for children that focuses on the Hawaiian Is-
lands and their special marine environment.
The book will feature information linked to
creative activities that will engage and instruct
young users. The resulting booklet will be used in the
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine
Sanctuary Visitor Center as a

complimentary resource.

NOAA Sanctuary Regional Office Spon-
sors UHMC Intern

The NOAA Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries Pacific Islands Region

| (PIR) is sponsoring Wakea Po for an

q internship this summer. Wakea, a junior
at the University of Hawaii Maui College
(UHMC) maijoring in marine science, will
¥ be working with NOAA scientist Dr.
Cheryl Woodley (see other article), who
will be visiting Maui this summer to conduct water
quality tests on Maui’s shoreline. In addition, Wakea
will use his new skills to work with Damian Cie from
UHMC conducting testing on the waters of the
Ko‘ie‘ie Fishpond, which is adjacent to the Hawaiian
Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary.
Wakea graduated from Kihei Charter School with
enough college credits to enable him to declare as a
sophomore his first year at UHMC. He plans to trans-
fer to UH Hilo to complete his marine science degree.

Loko I‘a ¢'ie'ie Fishp)

When David Lima looked back on his
10-year career as an air traffic control-
ler, he decided that he didn’t want to
= do that anymore and took a huge leap
of faith. The father of five quit his job
and went back to school to become a
marine biologist. Now a sophomore at
v the University of Hawaii Maui College
(UHMC), David has no regrets. He is majoring in Ha-
waiian Studies, is enrolled in the Marine Options Pro-
gram, and is currently doing a summer internship
sponsored by UHMC and supported in kind by the
Office of National Marine Sanctuaries Pacific Islands
Region (PIR). Along with Wakea Po, David will be
working with NOAA scientist Dr. Cheryl Woodley.
After his initial 2 weeks working with Dr. Woodley,
David will be participating in a project-based intern-
ship on Native Hawaiian fishponds.
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Hawaiian Dascyllus

Dascyllus albisella (Dasycllus and
“‘white”)

Hawaiian: ‘alo’ilo’l meaning “bright
and sparkling”

Article and Photo by Serena Neff

Found only in Hawaii, the Hawaiian Dascyllus fishes—or domino damselfish—have quite grand illusions of
themselves despite their meager maximum sizes of five inches; they fearlessly swim right into the masks
of divers and snorkelers! They are one of the only species of fish that actively and enthusiastically chase
much larger “predators” away in defense of their territories. Young dascyllus fish take shelter in small
branching corals (or even among the spines of urchins), like the cauliflower coral above, while most adults
will stray farther from their home base to roam the reef. The Hawaiian Dascyllus is planktivorous. With
spawning, feeding, aggression and changes in light, they can change the amounts and patterns of black
and white pigmentation on their bodies, with adults being generally more bleached out. If you find yourself
being chased away by an eager domino damselfish, listen for their chirping or “barking” sounds and then
oblige their egos and be on your way!

SANCTUARY TO HOST LECTURE:
“Maui’s Native Forest Birds: Past, Present and Future”

The Sanctuary Lecture Series presents Laura Berthold, an ornithological researcher for the Maui Forest Bird
Recovery Project (MFBRP) who began working for Maui's forest birds in 2009. She will discuss the natural
history of the forest birds, the conservation issues they face, what's being done to help them, and what
needs to be done. Laura graduated from Loyola University Chicago with a B.A. in environmental studies and
worked for the Arizona Strip Bureau of Land Management as a wildlife technician. She currently works on
assisting and leading the MFBRP field team with researching the Maui Parrotbill or Kiwikiu and helping to
restore habitat. Enjoy photos, video, and sounds during this informational presentation about our manu!

WHEN: Tuesday July 9, 2013 from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m

WHERE: Kihei Conference Room, 726 S. Kihei Rd.
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Water Quality Testing Program on Maui
A Current Opportunity To Get Involved

Sanctuary volunteers have been doing important water quality testing on Maui shores from
Maalaea to Ahihi Kina'u for years. The data is recorded and, if the testing shows high levels of
bacteria, the county is alerted to check it out. This is a wonderful project for those who enjoy the
water and want to become involved in water testing.

An opportunity is currently available for a volunteer to fill a spot on the team on Tuesday mornings
as one of the testers has left the island and the position is open.

What does it involve?

Robyn Walters is the lead for this team. She will train any
volunteer who has an interest in spending a couple of
hours a week on the project. It involves getting your feet
wet and collecting samples of water in little plastic bags,
called Whirlpacks, that will be taken back to the lab at the
Kihei Sanctuary site where the lab is set up.

Back at the lab, the water is measured into little plastic
bottles, and various procedures are followed. This portion
takes about a half hour or so. The samples are put on a
tray and set in our incubator. The next day, the team for
that day reads the results. So, the process for the one
volunteer session involves collecting and preparing the
sample. It may also involve reading the sample from the
previous day and recording the data.

One of the perks of being a water quality team member is
taking turns for a free ride on the monthly boat trip on the
Blue'aina. Trilogy has agreed that the water quality testing
is so important that they allow members of the water qual-
ity team to ride free and take water samples while on the
boat. The test kit is brought along and the scaled down
testing is done on board (no incubation). The guests are
given the sample bottles and are encouraged to partici-
pate. This allows for public awareness of our program and
the important work we do.

To get involved in this fun and exciting project and start your
short training period, contact Robyn Walters at :

robynw@hawaiiantel.net

Blue aina Kit
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Whale National Marine Sanctuary

Sunday

14

21

28

Monday

1
*Outreach at
Maui Ocean
Center

*Qutreach at
Maui Ocean
Center

15

*Qutreach at
Maui Ocean
Center

22
*Outreach at
Maui Ocean
Center

29
*Outreach at
Maui Ocean
Center

726 South Kihei Road,
Kihei, HI 96753 (808) 879-2818

Tuesday

2
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

9
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei
Bird talk 6PM
see page 2

16
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

23
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

30
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

July 2013
Wednesday

10

17

24

31

West Maui

Whalers Museum
2435 Ka’anapali Parkway

Thursday

4
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina
11AM Kihei

11
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina
11AM Kihei

18
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina
11AM Kihei

25
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina
11AM Kihei

Friday

5
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina

12
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina

19
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina
Kaanapali

26
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina

*Outreach events:
contact Jeep Dunning to
volunteer at mauijeep@gmail.com

Whaler Village Shopping Center

Lahaina, HI 96761 (808) 661-4567

Saturday

6
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina

13
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina

20
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina

27
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM and
2 PM
Lahaina

Sanctuary
Classic
8:30AM-1:30PM
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