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Robyn Walters Selected as Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale
National Marine Sanctuary Volunteer of the Year

HIHW staff have unanimously selected Robyn Walters as our
Sanctuary Volunteer of the Year. Robyn will now be considered
as the National Volunteer of the Year and will be recognized at
the Capitol Hill Ocean's Week in Washington DC.

Robyn Walters has been serving as a Sanctuary volun-
teer on the island of Maui for the past 4 years. Robyn has pro-
vided tremendous support to the sanctuary at many levels in-
cluding administrative support, as a public sanctuary lecturer,
school group educational activities leader, visitor center docent,
meeting organizer, volunteer trainer, citizen science participant
and leader in the areas of marine debris monitoring, water qual-
ity monitoring, and turtle stranding response network duties, as
well as being a community outreach participant and leader at

Robyn, left, and Malia Chow, Superintendent ~ public venues, at ocean-related events, and on partner whale
of HIHWNMS, congratulating Robyn on being  \watch cruises.
chosen as Volunteer of the Year. Robyn is a founding
member and is currently serving as chair of the Marine Sanctuary
Volunteer Council. She has also been an avid supporter, volun-
teer, and participant with the sanctuary’s newly established Ha-
waii National Marine Sanctuary Foundation (HNMSF).

Robyn demonstrates excellent leadership and guidance for | 4.4 ail our volunteers. Mahalo
all of our volunteers. She provides many hours of mentoring and nunui loloa. | am very proud to be
training to our volunteers and is seen by staff and volunteers alike | apje to say to sanctuary visitors,
as an ideal role model. Our programs have benefited immensely "0 Kamelemanu ko'u inoa. He
under Robyn Walters' leadership and we owe a tremendous debt | ‘aa pu'uhonua au.” (My name is
of gratitude for her dedication and selflessness in support of the Robyn. I'm a sanctuary volunteer.)
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary. Me ka mabhalo.

Join us in congratulating Robyn and thanking her for all of — Robyn Walters
her work with us at the sanctuary.

You have all outdone your-
selves with this unbelievable ex-
pression of appreciation for my
work, that of the volunteer council,

Robyn Walters HIHW | North Pacific Hump- | Outreach at Maui | Sanctuary Casino Calendar
Sanctuary Volunteer | back Whale and | Ocean Centerand | News Night of Events
of the Year “Times,” the Turtle Mana Kai
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North Pacific Humpback Whale
Megaptera novaeangliae “big-winged New Englander”
Hawaiian: kohola
by Serena N. Sultan
It was the gregarious displays of the
80,000-90,000 pound, 40-45’ long humpback
whales that brought me to Maui five whale sea-
sons ago. And it is with the “wave” (slap) of a fif-
teen-foot long pectoral fin (complete with bulging
monocularly visioned eyeball visible to the right
of the fin) that | prepare to leave Maui for Seattle,
Washington and new adventures in marine sci-
ence. |, too, was first discovered in New Eng-
land, just where these whales were first named
and where | grew up; you could even say that I,

too, have big wings!
_ , hoto by S N. Sult
In the curious biology-technology world of profo by serena T, S

biomimicry, the pectoral fin of the humpback whale—with its leading edge bumps (also referred
to by some scientists as “tubercles”)—has been referenced when designing quieter wind tur-
bines, spoilers on cars and Maui’s favorite: surfboard fins. The parallel lines seen etched into
the whale’s underside to the left of the pectoral fin are its ventral pleats and work like an accor-
dion to expand during gulp feeding when the mouth bulges with prey (krill or small schooling
fish) and water. This display of “pec slapping” or “finning” in scientific terms is thought to be
some form of communication; perhaps a female calling over escorts on the mating grounds of
Maui? For today, we can unscientifically call it “waving aloha.” Mahalo and aloha to all of the
volunteers and staff for all that you do for the whales and for welcoming me into the HIHWNMS
ohana!

Thank you Serena for providing the animal articles for our newsletter. Aloha to you and
best wishes for your move to Seattle, WA. We’ll miss you.

“Times,” the Turtle
by Sue Canfield

This is a large healthy male Honu, estimated
by Ka'au to be around 35 years old. | have named
him “Times” for the place he likes to mate and rest.
That place is Waiohuli Beach behind Times Market. |
have seen him over the last month on this beach
quite often in the late afternoon. | have been digging
lines about fifteen feet from him and let people know
about staying a safe distance. It has been working on
most days, people are just curious. You will know it is
Times by a crack in his shell on his right side, just be-
low his spine, with a couple of holes below that crack.
Maybe, with a little help from our visitors, Times will
stay healthy and unharmed to give us offspring for
years to come.

photo by Sue Canfield
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Outreach at Maui Ocean Center

We are still doing an outreach event at Maui Ocean Center on Mondays. This Mon-
day was St. Patrick's Day and, in the photo below, we see Glen Stahl applying a temporary
tattoo to the leg of one of the young visitors. Often, the visitors are asked to choose a ques-
tion on the display board, “Are you smarter than a 5th Grade Humpback Whale?” The little
ones are gifted with a tattoo no matter what their answers! In the second photo is Glen’s
mom, Melissa Stahl, a volunteer, helping a young visitor with a whale puzzle. Our table at
the Maui Ocean Center is a very busy place and it is an opportunity for us to give lots of in-
formation and invite guests to come for a visit to our Sanctuary sites in Lahaina, Ka anapali
and Kihei.

photo by Sue Canfield photo by Sue Canfield

New Outreach at Mana Kai in Kihei
by Sue Canfield

This photo shows volunteer, Jan Culbertson,
describing the size of a whale to a visitor at one of
this year's new and very popular outreach activities.
The Mana Kai Hotel has graciously given us a nice
spot in the shade on their lawn for an information
table.

The outreach is held on Wednesdays and it
is not uncommon to find sanctuary volunteers taking
in a dive or snorkel before or after their shifts. Stop
down for a visit or email Jeep Dunning to volunteer
(mauijeep@gmail.com).

photo by Sue Canfield
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Sanctuary News

Upcoming Lectures:

April 6 at 2 p.m., Nicole Davis will speak at Whole Foods about the monk seal count
upcoming in April

April 16, Jim Peckarsky will talk about grey whales at the 6 p.m. sanctuary lecture
May 1, Ed Lyman will wrap up the whale season with the 6 p.m. sanctuary lecture

The renovation of the old Education Center is moving right along. The contractor was
given a three week extension, but still plans to be done in April. We expect no additional dis-
ruption at the site until then, and thanks again for your patience with our makeover.

The PIR and the Hawaii National Marine Sanctuary Foundation are purchasing a new
viewscope for the Visitor Center lanai. The viewscope will compliment the old one, which will
get a new paint job, too. It will take a couple of months to get it here, and we hope to have it
up and in use by summer.

The Papahanaumokuakea Marine National
Monument reopened it's Mokupapapa Discovery
Center in Hilo, in a new location in downtown
Hilo. The new center is much larger, and will be
expanding it's exhibits. Like our Kihei Visitor
Center, it is free and open to the public, so next
time you are in Hilo, pay it a visit.

photo from Hawaii Tribune-Herald

Education Coordinator Andy Collins and center
manager Kalewa Correa at new Mokupapapa
Discovery Center.

All Honolulu-based staff for the
Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale sanctu-
ary, the Papahanaumokuakea Monument,
and the regional office have moved from
their Hawaii Kai office into the Daniel K.
Inouye Regional Center (IRC) on Ford
Island. This was a huge effort as most
NOAA offices have relocated there over the
past couple of months. Almost all Hawaii
NOAA offices will now be at the IRC.

photo from NOAA
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Fun and Games at Casino Night

The volunteer appreciation casino night on March 19 was a blast. We started off
the evening with a fantastic dinner of pulled pork that Jeep Dunning cooked in her slow
cooker for a day and a half. Jeep said the hard part was smelling the cooking aroma for
all that time and not eating any. The pork was complimented by side dishes and we had
wine, wine punch and a beautiful cake. Good food hosted by our wonderful Sanctuary
staff. Thank you!

Next, Ka'au took time to thank our sponsors, some awards, then on to the games.
We each received $3000 in play money, but we took it seriously and tried hard to win at
Blackjack. Just ask Larry Boysen who ended up with the highest amount of $55,000!! He
would only be happier if it were real cash! His wife, Jeep Dunning, came in second with
$23,000, and Cynthia Matzke finished third with a cool $22,000. Oh, if it were only real!

The staff members were our wonderful dealers. They did a great job and kept us
happy with a little reward now and then. Did we ever
have fun with them dealing out our cards. It was a great
time and we all enjoyed the game, even those that did
not win the big money. Every volunteer received a door
prize, so we all went home winners.

We are grateful to Ka'au and Steve for arranging
for us to have the game tables and for setting up and
teaching some staff members how to be dealers.

Ka'au Abraham with Marie Rogers who got
a license plate frame for a doorprize.

Ka'au Abraham (dealing), Bill Chase, Robyn Walters,
Laurie and John Trobough, and Marie Rogers at one
of the casino tables.
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More Fun at Casino Night

Volunteer Service Awards received at Casino Night

Jack and Maribeth
Klobuchar received
their awards for 15
years of volunteer
service. Behind see
Joe Carrier, NOAA
and Ka'au Abraham,
Maui Island Coordi-
nator

Bob Ragains received an award for
10 years of volunteer service.

Cynthia Matzke
received her
award for 3 years
of volunteer
service.

Bob Hogan and Liz Stahl received awards
for 3 years of volunteer service.

Congratulations to all!

Larry Boysen had the highest amount of winnings
at the end of the night. Ka'au said he won the "bragging
rights" as there were no prizes for highest winnings.
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West Maui
Whaler Village Shopping Center
Whalers Museum
2435 Ka'anapali Parkway
Lahaina, HI 96761 (808) 661-4567

South Maui
Hawaiian Islands Humpback
Whale National Marine Sanctuary
726 South Kihei Road,
Kihei, HI 96753 (808) 879-2818

April 2014

Sunday Monday

*VALLEY ISLE KEIKI FEST 2014

April 12 from 11am-4pm at University of
Hawaii, Maui College, Great Lawn. This is
a very fun and busy outreach with craft
activities for the kids and our usual whale
information for adults.

May 1 - Ed Lyman Whale Season wrap
up at Kihei site at 6 PM open to the public

6 7
Nicole Davis
(Monk Seals)
Whole Foods at

2 PM

45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

MOC Outreach

14
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali
MOC Outreach

20 21
Blue aina 45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka'anapali
MOC Outreach

27 28

Whole Foods 45 Ton Whale

Earth Day Talk 11 AM

Event Kaanapali
MOC Outreach

Tuesday

1 Council Mtg
10 AM Kihei
45 Ton Whale

Talk 11 AM
Kihei and
Lahaina

8
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei and
Lahaina

15
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei and
Lahaina

22
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei and
Lahaina

29
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei and
Lahaina

Wednesday

2
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali
Mana Kai
Outreach

9
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali
Mana Kai
Outreach

16Jim Peckarsky
(Gray Whales
6pm Kihei site)
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

23 **Volunteer
Meeting
Kihei 6-8 PM

45 Ton Whale

Talk 11 AM
Ka'anapali
Mana Kai

30
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka'anapali
Mana Kai
Outreach

Thursday

3
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

10
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

17
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

24
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Kihei

Friday

4
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

11
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

18
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka anapali

25
45 Ton Whale
Talk 11 AM
Ka'anapali

Saturday

5

(Saturday Whale
Talks have been
discontinued until fall)

12
*VALLEY ISLE
KEIKI FEST

**\/olunteer Meeting on Wednesday, April 23.
Ed Lyman will give us an update on whale
activity and disentanglement this season.
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