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FINAL MINUTES

Attendance

Primary Council Members Present:

Cindy Barger, Bob Bruck, Jim Coon, Bill Friedl, Dale Hazlehurst, Lou
Herman, David Hoffman, Becky Hommon, Luana Howell, Pohai Kirkland,
Liz Kumabe, Teri Leicher, Naomi Mcintosh, Marnie Meyer, Jeff Pollack,
Eric Roberts, Mike Stanton, Cheryl Sterling, Lisa Van Atta, Jeff Walters,
Reg White, James Yamamoto

Alternate Council Members Present:

Bill Anonsen, Keeley Belva (for Aulani Wilhelm), Kelly Finn (for Eric
Kingma), Kevin Grant (for Gene Brighouse), Marc Lammers (for Adam
Pack), Terry O’Halloran, Kathy Yim (for Liz Corbin)

Excused:
Jackie Burke, Athline Clark, Liz Corbin, Jerry Norris, ‘Aulani Wilhelm
Seat vacant for Department of Health

Others Present:

HIHWNMS: Christine Brammer, David Mattila, Patty Miller, Joseph Paulin,
Jean Souza, Paul Wong

ONMS: Dan Basta, Tom Culliton, Ed Lindelof, Sarah Marquis, Jim
Sullivan

Distributed Materials
e Meeting #54 Information Packet
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Action Items Report
Chair’s Report
Hawai‘i County Report
Kaua'i County Report
Maui County Report
Conservation Committee Report
Education Committee Report
Research Committee Report
Aquaculture Working Group Report
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0 Blue Seas, Green Communities Working Group Report
e Meeting #53 Draft Minutes (June 12, 2008)
e Additional Materials (Provided Separately)
0 Sanctuary Manager’s Report
Sanctuary Co-Manager’s Report
Conservation Committee Report (Additional)
Definition of “Take” Handout
Hawaii Superferry (HSF) and NOAA Section 10, Incidental Take
Permit Process Handout by HSF
o Office of Inspector General Report on Enforcement
e Additional Materials Available (Optional)
0 Boating and Ocean Use Guide
Kohola Connection — Sanctuary Newsletter
Humpback Whale Month Fact Sheet and Event Calendars
The First International Marine Mammal Protected Areas
Conference Information
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Call to Order
This Council Meeting will focus on developing priorities for the 2009 whale season.

Council Chair Bill Friedl called the meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. Teri Leicher then took
role.

Approval of Meeting Minutes

Minutes from the council’'s June 12, 2008 meeting were distributed for comments. Mike
Stanton made a motion to approve the minutes and Bob Bruck seconded the motion.
The minutes were approved as issued.

Public Forum
Bill Friedl asked the members of the public to introduce themselves and called for any
public comments.

Discussion on Reports and Updates

Chair’s Report:

Bill Friedl submitted a written report (see attachment 1). He reiterated comments
provided by ONMS Director Dan Basta in the morning council session and asked that
council members think about their roles in ocean protection because the oceans need
our help.

Bill acknowledged the hard work the council has done in the past year and stated that
he looks forward to working with everyone.

Sanctuary Manager:

Naomi MclIntosh submitted a written report (see attachment 2). Naomi announced the
list of members and alternates that were recently selected for the council. She thanked
those that completed a 2-year term by awarding certificates. She also thanked Bill and
the rest of the executive committee for their work in between meetings since it has been
awhile since the council met.

Naomi briefly reviewed her written report and discussed priority projects including a cd
compilation project that will be used as a fundraiser project to support marine-related
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field trips for Hawaii schools. She also stated that the next council meeting is tentatively
planned for between April 6™ — 18" and will be held on Maui in conjunction with the
opening of the new multipurpose building.

Naomi mentioned the patrol guide that was put together by the ONMS Aviation
Coordinator, Matt Pickett, for the US Coast Guard’s aerial surveillance efforts within the
sanctuary and provided an update on the Grays Harbor Energy Project.

Sanctuary Co-Manager:

Sanctuary Co-Manager, Dr. Jeffrey Walters, submitted a written report (see attachment
3). Jeff summarized items from his report including the work that the state has been
doing related to Hawaiian monk seals. He also reported that there have not been any
reports of vessel-whale collisions yet this whale season. Jim Coon mentioned that
operators are doing their best and are conscious of the issues.

The discussion moved to the status of the rulemaking on spinner dolphins by NOAA
Fisheries. Different options are being explored for dolphin protection including the
Dolphin SMART program model from Florida. The Pacific Islands Photo Identification
Network (PIPIN) program was also discussed that provides data related to spinner
dolphin populations.

Conservation Committee:

Lou Herman, Conservation Committee Chair, submitted a written report as well as
recommendations on the draft statewide large-capacity ferry environmental impact
statement, protecting the Penguin Bank humpback whale habitat, and the International
Whaling Commission (see attachment 4).

Lou discussed the importance of the subpopulations of the North Pacific stock of
humpback whales. The council decided to address the recommendations in the
conservation report next instead of waiting until the new business portion of the
meeting. Naomi Mcintosh was asked to clarify the procedure for the council submitting
comments. Naomi confirmed that letters can be sent to the sanctuary management and
the council can request forwarding the recommendations to the director of the Office of
the National Marine Sanctuaries.

The first topic of discussion focused on the downlisting of humpback whales by the
International Whaling Commission.

Jim Coon made a motion that the council draft a letter, based on the content provided
by the Conservation Committee, to the sanctuary management expressing the council’s
concern regarding the potential downlisting of North Pacific humpback whales. The
council also requested that the letter be forwarded to the Office of National Marine
Sanctuaries and to the appropriate representative of the International Whaling
Commission. Reg White seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously.

Discussion then moved to Penguin Bank. Lou stated that Penguin Bank is one of two
principal breeding grounds for humpback whales in Hawaii and any disturbance of that
habitat must be considered by the council. A recent proposal by Gray’s Harbor includes
a plan to install over 100 offshore platforms to create wind and wave energy.

Jim Coon made a motion to draft a letter to Gray’s Harbor stating the council’s
opposition to development of any type on Penguin Bank because of the importance of
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the area as significant habitat to humpback whales. Copies of the letter will also be sent
to appropriate agencies (Army Corps of Engineers Regulatory Program, Legislature,
Water and Land Committees in both state houses, etc.). Bob Bruck seconded the
motion which carried unanimously.

Bill Friedl asked if Jeff Walters could provide a list of state agencies and others that
should receive copies of the letter.

Discussion on the topic included that the main point behind the letter should be based
on the general principle that this is a vital habitat for whales that needs to be protected.
It was also pointed out that Penguin Bank is prime bottom fishing grounds. Discussion
also focused on the fact that the purpose of commenting is two-fold, to inform natural
resource managers of concerns and to keep company’s from investing too much
economically before knowing about the sanctuary’s concerns. Naomi Mcintosh also
pointed out that some national marine sanctuaries require permits for projects of this
type that alter the seabed. The management plan review process allows the sanctuary
to consider changes to its regulations. Additional comments focused on permitting by
the Army Corps of Engineers and on the authority of the Federal Energy Regulatory
Commission.

The third recommendation of the Conservation Committee related to the Draft Statewide
Large-Capacity Ferry Environmental Impact Statement. The deadline for comments is
February 23, 2009. Relevant issues are detailed in the attached Conservation
Committee report (attachment 4). Lou Herman also noted that the ferry has applied for
a Section 10 Incidental Take Permit under the ESA. He distributed a document that
detailed the definition of a “take” according to the Marine Mammal Protection Act and
the Endangered Species Act (see attachment 5).

Lou Herman reviewed the proposed responses drafted by the committee. A motion to
wait to comment until the public comment opportunity in the Section 10 ESA process
was made by Becky Hommon and was seconded by Reg White but was withdrawn after
discussion since it was unknown when the Section 10 comment period would be open
and some members expressed concern over the council not expressing an opinion.

Marc Lammers then made a motion that the council send a letter to comment on the
Draft Statewide Large-Capacity Ferry Environmental Impact Statement. Specifically,
large-capacity ferry operations within the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National
Marine Sanctuary; concurring with option C that states that the ferry maintain speeds of
25 kn or less when routing through Sanctuary waters, maintain onboard designated
observers, and recommends that the ferry continue to avoid passage through Sanctuary
waters except for reasons of passenger safety and to reduce speed to less than 25 kn
when such routing becomes necessary. The motion was seconded by Bob Bruck. The
motion carried with 12 ayes, 4 abstentions (Bill Friedl, Dale Hazlehurst, Kelly Finn, and
Reg White), and 1 absent (Jerry Norris).

Education Committee:

Liz Kumabe, Education Committee Chair, submitted a written report (see attachment 6).
Liz stated that most of the discussions of the Education Committee has focused on
reviewing education programs. Committee members were given opportunities to learn
about the variety of programs that are currently being conducted by staff on different
islands. She also mentioned that the committee would be looking for opportunities on
how to reach out to engage people in scoping meetings and mentioned technology as
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an option. Liz also mentioned that she would like to see how we can make our
committees more efficient. She pointed out that education and outreach is more than
formal education in schools and it involves a broader audience.

Research Committee:

Adam Pack, Research Committee Chair, provided a written report (see attachment 7).
Marc Lammers represented Adam Pack at the meeting and stated that he would stand
by the submitted report that describes the conference calls that took place. This report
includes a list of permitted humpback whale researchers in Hawaii that was compiled by
David Nichols State Sanctuary Operations Coordinator. It also includes an updated list
of humpback whale related literature.

Aquaculture Working Group:

Mike Stanton, Aquaculture Working Group Chair, provided a written report (see
attachment 8). Mike mentioned that no information was received from Maui Fresh Fish.
Jeff Walters discussed that he met with Dr. McVeigh of Indigo Seafood regarding a
proposal on the Kohala coast, south of Kawaihae (see page 6 of the Sanctuary Co-
Manager’s Report, Attachment 3). Mike Stanton will follow-up with Dr. McVeigh.

Teri Leicher asked if the council could release a statement regarding these types of
requests. The Channel Islands National Marine Sanctuary report on open ocean
aquaculture was mentioned and will be distributed to council members by Acting
Council Coordinator Christine Brammer. Naomi mentioned that marine zoning could be
considered as part of the Management Plan Review process that the sanctuary will be
conducting.

Blue Seas, Green Communities Working Group

Teri Leicher, Blue Seas, Green Communities Working Group Chair, resubmitted a one-
pager (see attachment 9) that lists projects that are being considered. For next steps
Teri would like to begin offering information on greening on the sanctuary’s website.

The following additional reports were submitted and are available as
attachments:

e Hawai'i County report, submitted by Luana “Nan” Howell, Hawai'i County
Representative (see attachment 10)

o Kauai County report, submitted by James Yamamoto, the Kauai County
Representative (see attachment 11)

e Maui County report, submitted by Cheryl Sterling, Maui County Representative
(see attachment 12)

Bill Friedl recognized James Yamamoto for his recent donation of binoculars to the
Kauai education program. He then asked if there were any comments or questions
related to the county reports.

Nan Howell mentioned her participation as a site leader in the Sanctuary Ocean Count
project and discussed how many whales were seen from the Lapakahi location.

Dale Hazlehurst mentioned that the commercial shipping industry is interested in
receiving educational materials from the sanctuary.
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New Business

Management Plan Review

Bob Bruck made a motion to endorse the plans for the sanctuary’s management plan
review. Jim Coon seconded the motion. Motion carried unanimously. There was no
discussion.

Draft Statewide Large-Capacity Ferry EIS

This new business item was addressed when the Conservation Committee Report was
presented. Jeff Walters mentioned the recommendations that are detailed in the
Sanctuary Co-managers report (attachment #3). Bill requested that this topic be
deferred to the research and conservation committees for specific comments and
discussion. Terry O’Halloran distributed a handout on the NOAA Section 10 Incidental
Take Permit Process for the Hawaii Superferry (see attachment #13).

Habitat Utilization in the Sanctuary
This new business item was addressed when the Conservation Committee report was
presented.

Council Charter Expiration — October 2009
Bill Friedl stated that the executive committee will review the current charter and bring
any changes before the council.

OIG Report Recommendations

A recommendation from the Office of the Inspector General report that reviewed the
National Marine Sanctuary Program was discussed. It requests advisory councils to
create enforcement working groups. This topic will continue to be discussed by the
Executive Committee. Cindy Barger mentioned a similar group related to the Coral
Reef Task Force.

2009 Meeting Schedule

The next meeting will be planned for April. It is scheduled to be held between April 6™
and 17" and will be held in conjunction with the grand opening of the multipurpose
building. A meeting will also be held in early June. June 3™ and June 8" were
mentioned as options.

Other New Business

Bill Friedl called for any additional new business. Marc Lammers drew attention to page
5 of the Sanctuary Co-Manager’s Report and asked council members to review the
three bullet points listed (see attachment #3).

After some discussion, David Hoffman made a motion that the council go on the record
to support the task force’s recommendations to 1) conduct a study to evaluate the large-
capacity ferry’s whale avoidance policy, 2) conduct a fly over study of the marine
mammals in the Hawaiian Islands, and 3) request that the superferry provide scatter
logs November through May of each year to the Department of Land and Natural
resources and other appropriate agencies. Bob Bruck seconded the motion. It was
confirmed that this letter would be sent to sanctuary management and sanctuary
management would be asked to share the information with appropriate agencies
(Governor, State legislature, Department of Transportation, task force, etc.). The
motion carried unanimously.
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In other new business Reg White informed the council of two bills that are in the State
House (House Bill 83 and House Bill 1765). Each bill varies slightly but would require
the completion of a safety course before operating a motor boat in the Hawaiian Islands.
Reg said that although in his opinion House Bill 83 is better a combination of the two
would be best. The safety course would apply to motor boats and non-motorized
vessels of over 20 feet in length.

Reg White made a motion that the council support the combining of HB 1765 and HB 83
to include thrill craft and to include non-motorized craft of over twenty feet in length and
also to include education on safe boating practices around marine mammals in the
boating safety course. Bob Bruck seconded the motion which passed unanimously.

Public Forum
There were no public comments at this time.

Announcements
Keeley Belva notified the council that the Papahanaumokuakea Marine National
Monument management plan is complete and is available on the monument’s website.

Cindy Barger notified the council about a planning project for a small boat marina. She
will share more info at next meeting. She also discussed a project with the West Maui
watershed and stated that updated marine surveys are being conducted in Maalaea and
there will be another EIS and scoping meetings. Cindy also stated that the Army Corps
of Engineers is hiring people in the areas of flood management, regulatory,
environmental support, etc.

Dave Hoffman announced that the USCG foundation is holding a special fundraiser on
March 12™ at the Hilton Hawaiian’s Coral Ballroom. Dave is the point of contact if
anyone would like to participate.

Lou Herman mentioned that he has been contacted by Discovery Channel regarding
some of Dolphin Institute’s work.

Jim Coon reported that the sanctuary visited the island of Lanai and conducted outreach
in November at an event that most of the community attends. Jim is interested in
getting schools to integrate marine curriculum into their lessons.

Teri Leicher thanked Justin and Naomi for the presentation the sanctuary gave to her
environmental committee on the Big Island.

Becky Hommon announced that the rules for the U.S. Navy have been published and

are available on NOAA'’s website.

Adjournment
Mr. Friedl adjourned the meeting at 3:50 p.m.
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Attachment 1

Chair’'s Report
Bill Friedl

Hope you all had a restful and enjoyable holiday season. This report to the SAC is built upon the Chair's
Report to the ExecComm to help focus our discussion going into 2009. With the budget crunch likely to
continue, | think it's particularly important for the SAC to get the most out of our meetings. First up,
however, is some leftover business from 2008.

Christine reminded me that we "owed" Dan Basta a year-end report. The reminder and my response to
Dan Basta follows:

Due by December 31st

e Council input on 2009 Sanctuary Advisory Council Summit agenda distributed in October from
Dan via email to staff and mailed to council chairs. If your council opts not to provide input, that
is fine.

e Council input on the concept of a national role for council chairs, per Dan's July letter mailed to
the council chairs (sent via email to staff). If your council opts not to provide input, that is fine.

e Submission of case study abstract — from Dan in same communication as agenda. If your council
opts not to submit an abstract, that is fine.

We have been below the power curve this year. | think the cause is partially from a systemic glitch with
the HIHWNMSAC and partially a consequence of the budget crunch and cut back on meetings. | hope to
deal with the former more effectively in 2009 and the latter is what it is and is and beyond my control.
Bottom line: the HIHWNMSAC has not discussed the items listed above and consequently, we have no
input for the summit, national roles, or case study consideration.

The message to Dan got me thinking: did the SAC have a successful year in 20087 | think it's hard to say
whether we did well or fell short of the mark without specific benchmarks or targets, but we managed to
"answer the mail™ and respond to most of the "assignments™ from NOAA. Personally, | was not entirely
satisfied with the results of the "visioning session™ where (it seems to me) we voted down the only
"visionary" proposal on the table in favor of generalizations and platitudes. Be that as it may, what about
the SAC for 2009? At the meeting Tuesday, | would like the ExecComm to come up with a consensus
view of how we should proceed in 20009.

As | see it, we have a choice among three options: discussion group, policy review board, or management
advisory body. | think the options overlap and that we function somewhat in all three but we might be
able to tweek our technique a bit to help Sanctuary management effectively navigate these tricky times. |
also believe that the ExecComm should take the lead in considering The Future SAC: do we adjust the
membership further (constituencies represented and/or eliminate the position of Alternate members); do
we entertain the concept of a single Pacific Island Regional Sanctuary Advisory Council; and what kind
of relationship do we want with the Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument Advisory Council?
These are certainly among the issues that are roiling around "out there" beyond the more immediate SAC
concerns. And what might those more immediate concerns be? | see three large that the SAC should deal
with as expeditiously as possible: the added species question, the Superferry EIS, and the Grays Harbor
windmill proposal. Personally, | now believe that the future of our Sanctuary depends upon the Sanctuary
becoming a multi-species, Hawaiian Island Marine Mammal Marine Sanctuary. | further believe that the
management and staff are fully capable of maintaining needed focus from the humpback whales and the
other endangered species in the Sanctuary, however they will have to manage all this with little if any
budget bump. The Superferry EIS raised several questions: why should the Superferry transit Sanctuary
waters at greater than 14 kt if NOAA has said that the higher speeds constitute an increased hazard to the
whales? Is the Superferry plan for observation and warning in low light or darkness adequate? Is the
proposed "take" of 10 appropriate? The Superferry makes a big deal out of a so-called "endorsement" of
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their avoidance plan from the Sanctuary -- is that something we want to continue? | would hope that the
SAC could give the EIS proper consideration and that we can respond with concerns (if any) during the
comment period. Finally, the Grays Harbor outfit's application for leasing "rights" to Penguin Bank for
large, moored "wind factories" flies directly against everything the Sanctuary represents. The Penguin
Bank is critical whale habitat and | would hope that the SAC could formulate a united front against
permitting any moored object within the Sanctuary waters of Maui Nui/Penguin Bank. But if the SAC
shares my view, we must act and act quickly. | have asked the appropriate Committee Chairs to discuss
these issues and try to produce actionable recommendations for the full SAC at the next meeting.

Speaking of the next meeting, the ExecComm discussed the year's schedule and concluded that in light of
the pressing issues, deadlines for responses and budget limitations, we should start the year with a
business meeting and postpone the retreat to a later date. Our February meeting will have a full agenda
and feature an opening session with Dan Basta to set the course for the upcoming Management Plan
Review. | think that Naomi and the Sanctuary staff have come up with a good plan for moving the MPR
down the line with full participation and input of the SAC and public and the February meeting will lay
the foundation for the plan itself. It will be afull and action-packed day but I think if we all participate
with an eye on setting the foundation for the MPR and our SAC year, we should be able to pull it off with
our usual goodwill and aplomb.

My final thought is from the National Marine Sanctuary Foundation's description of our Sanctuary:
Hawaiian Islands National Marine Sanctuary lies within the shallow, warm waters surrounding the main
Hawaiian Islands and constitutes one of the world's most important humpback whale habitats. Scientists
estimate that two-thirds of the entire North Pacific humpback whale populations migrate to Hawaiian
waters each winter to engage in breeding, calving and nursing activities.

The Foundation also notes that Every National Marine Sanctuary is unique in the protection it provides.
Sanctuaries are what you make them.

I subscribe to the Foundation's thinking and hope we can make our Sanctuary a better place in 20009.
Whatever we do, we will need to do it quickly and without lavish support from NOAA.

I look forward to working with each of you for a productive and successful SAC year.
Aloha,

Bill
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Attachment 2

Sanctuary Manager’s Report
Naomi Mcintosh

Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine
Sanctuary Advisory Council
Manager’s Report

Sanctuary Program Updates

Management Plan Review

The Sanctuary is working to complete the following next steps for the Management Plan Review (MPR):
MPR Initiation Workshop (Feb. 2009); Condition Report Released (August 2009); Public Scoping
meetings (August 2009).

Aerial Surveys for the MHI

At our last SAC meeting (June 12, 2008), Dr. Mobley provided a detailed presentation on aerial surveys
that have been conducted in the main Hawaiian Islands (MHI) to assess distribution and abundance of
marine mammals. Seventeen species have been observed from the aerial surveys. Last year, the Sanctuary
worked with Dr. Mobley to submit a proposal to the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation to conduct
aerial surveys to collect information on marine debris and marine mammals. Unfortunately, the proposal
was not selected for funding.

In 2009, the Sanctuary will continue to collaborate with Dr. Joe Mobley to seek funding opportunities to
conduct aerial surveys to update data on humpback whales and other marine mammals for the MHI.

The First International Conference on Marine Mammal Protected Areas

The Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary (HIHWNMS) is hosting the
First International Conference on Marine Mammal Protected Areas, March 30 — April 3, 2009 at
the Grand Wailea Resort, Maui, HI, USA. The conference will feature Symposiums
(presentations around themes), and panels (more specific themes with Q & A) and workshops to
move ideas forward. Most Symposium presentations are set, but the make up of the panels and
workshops is still being put together, and will depend on the convener of each panel or
workshop, and whether participants have travel funding (as we currently only have that for
symposium presenters and conveners). The outline of the program will be online shortly at
(www.ICMMPA.org).

CD Compilation

At the last SAC meeting, | introduced a new partnership with Grammy award winning musician Daniel
Ho and Outrigger Hawaii Hotels and Resorts. Daniel has produced an original slack key guitar
composition that will be featured in an audio CD compilation of Hawaiian musicians entitled “Kai
Palaoa” which will be a fundraiser. In addition, local artist and clothing designer Sig Zane created an
original design for the year of the reef and a portion of proceeds from that design will also go towards
supporting sanctuary education programs. The CD is in production and is scheduled to be released by the
end of this month and will feature the following artists: Jack Johnson, Makaha Sons, Tia Carrere,
Kawaikapuokalani Hewett, George Kahumoku, Jr., David Kahiapo, Pali, Herb Ohta, Jr., Steve Sano.
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KFP Grand Opening and Maui SAC Meeting

At the last meeting, the SAC requested to hold a future Council meeting on Maui so that members could
visit the Maui site and become familiar with its operations. The Sanctuary is planning the Grand Opening
of the new multipurpose building at the Kihei site in April 2009 and is proposing that the SAC meeting be
held in conjunction with this event.

Enhanced NOAA OLE and Coast Guard support for Sanctuary enforcement

NOAA OLE provides dedicated seasonal support to the Sanctuary to enforce regulations to protect
humpback whales in Hawaiian waters. This year, NOAA OLE has worked closely with Sanctuary staff to
station rotating NOAA OLE personnel on Maui, Kauai, Big Island and Oahu. In addition, NOAA OLE
has requested increased USCG support for humpback enforcement and monitoring. As part of this effort,
the ONMS Aviation Operations Coordinator, Matt Pickett coordinated and developed the HIHWNMS
USCG Aerial Patrol Guide. The guide provides a summary of sanctuary regulations and includes maps,
aerial photos of humpback whales, and points of contact. The guide was delivered to CG Air Station
Barbers Point this week and will provide a valuable tool to aircrews conducting surveillance missions in
the Sanctuary. Last month, Matt Pickett and David Mattila, Sanctuary Science Coordinator provided
training on the use of the Aerial Patrol Guide.

Humpback Whale Awareness Month
February has been proclaimed Humpback Whale Month in Hawai'i by Governor Lingle and Lt. Governor
Aiona! An official proclamation was developed and is available on the sanctuary website.

HUMPBACK WHALE MONTH

(New logo developed for Humpback Whale Month)

The public is invited to get involved in this special statewide campaign that aims to increase awareness
about the sanctuary and humpback whales.

The following is included in this year’s Humpback Whale Month Campaign:

e Students in grades K-8 are invited to take part in the 2009 Humpback Whale Month Ocean
Contest art, poetry and short story contest. All participants will become members of the Ocean
Guardian Kids Club.

o Local libraries will be featuring informational materials on humpback whales as well as a list of
recommended books on humpback whales and the ocean. Selected libraries will also be showing
a special video presentation on humpback whales along with a short presentation on the
sanctuary.

e Additional materials including a humpback whale fact sheet, event calendars, and a web page
were also developed especially for this project.

e Media announcements including calendar of events information and radio public service
announcements.
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Sanctuary Ocean Count

Over 650 volunteers gathered data from the shores of Oahu, Kauai, the Big Island, and Kahoolawe for
Saturday’s annual Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary Ocean Count.
Participants tallied humpback whale sightings and documented the animals’ surface behavior during the
survey. The sanctuary, which is managed by NOAA, protects humpback whales and their habitat in
Hawaiian waters where they migrate each winter to mate, calve, and nurse their young.

Volunteers collected data from 56 sites statewide. Every 15 minutes, an average of 8 whales were
counted per site statewide. The following are the average numbers of whales sighted per 15-minute
count period on each of the islands:

O‘ahu — 4 whales

Kaua‘i — 8 whales

Big Island — 5 whales

Kaho‘olawe — 14 whales

Weather conditions were excellent for viewing humpback whales around the state. Other marine wildlife
seen during the Ocean Count included Hawaiian monk seals, sea turtles, spinner dolphins, and a variety of
sea birds.

Two more Sanctuary Ocean Counts are scheduled to take place on Saturday, February 28 and March 28.
For more information on becoming a Sanctuary Ocean Count volunteer, contact the appropriate sanctuary
office. On the Big Island, call 1-888-55-WHALE ext. 253. On Oahu, call 397-2651 ext. 253. On Kauai,
call 1-808-246-2860.
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Ocean Awareness Training on Oahu

The Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary joined forces with fourteen other
marine conservation organizations on O'ahu to offer a special Ocean Awareness training. This six-session
course provided multi-disciplinary knowledge of Hawai'i's unique marine environment.

The training was free and open to the public. Fifty participants were accepted into the first class and over
150 participants were waitlisted for future classes. The Ocean Awareness Training was recommended for
those volunteering or working in the field of marine education or tourism or for those interested in doing
SO.

This program is modeled after a program that began on Maui in 2006. The first training on O'ahu covered
various topics including marine mammals of Hawai'i and coral reef biology and ecology. Participants
also learned essential interpretive skills and had an opportunity to learn more about current ocean
conservation efforts and find out how to get involved on O'ahu.

Participants were required to attend each of the six sessions and take part in one field project in order to
receive C.O.R.A.L. certification (Care of our Culture, Oceans, Reefs and Animal). The graduation
ceremony for participants was held on December 6, 2008 at the Hanauma Bay Nature Preserve. Forty
participants completed the course and received their certification.

HIHWNMS SAC MIUTES #54 | . - 13



2008-2009 Season Summary of Large Whale Entanglement Reports
and Response Efforts to Date

Summary:

 To date there have been six confirmed repons of humpback whales entangled In gear.

» Two reports Involved adults, three were subadults and one animal 's age class was not determined.
« Maost of the reports were In the lee of Maul, one was off Oahu, and one off Kaual.

» The Sanctuary has mounted six on-water responses to four of these reports.

12/13/08: Entangled adult humpback whale off Coral Gardens, Maui

The animal entangled in heavy gauge polypropylene line {floating
from forward and right side of body (mouth or flipper?). Line
drapes across back to left side where it forms a bundle of gear
alongside tailstock. Smaller gange (1/27) sinking line also
originates forward on right side and runs along right side of animal
as well as o bundle on left side. These lines along with another
size line trail aft approximately 40 fier

A response effort was mounted by the Hawaitian Islands Humpback
Whale Mational Marine Sanctuary and NOAA Fisheries. On the
first effort a telemetry buoy was attached to the trailing gear. The animal was re-located the nexe day and 115
fieer of line (approximately 1/3 of line on animal} was removed. The telemery buoy was re-attached, but
several days later as the animal crossed Penguin Bank, and afier having ravelled more than %3 nm {in 73
hours), the telemetry package became detached. The Sanciuary response team recovered the telemeiry
package, but unformmnately no enm@angling gear was recoverad with the package. The animal has not been re-
sighted.
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12/24/08: Subadult humphack whale entangled off Kauai

Subadult humpback whale observed and
photographed on Dec. 24 by passenger on tour vessel
later noticed that images taken of animal indicated it
was entangled. Animal entangled in heavy gauge line
ar least around fluke blades, though may involve other
parts of bouly. Lines causing significant trauma o
flukes. Animal emaciated and in poor condition. A
heavy load of cyamids exist at least on the wilstock
region of the body.

Mo responsc was mounted due to namre (belatedness)
of report. Images were obtained from passengers of
tour vessels for assessment. The animal has not been re-sighted.

L/12/0%9: Entangled humpback whale reported between Molokind and Maui

Humpback whale observed by local dive vessel trailing more than 100 feet of vellow poly line behind it

Response mounted by Hawaiian [slands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanciuary, but animal not re-
located. Assistance provided by Maui Dive Shop, KIRC and Blue Hawaiian Helicopters, Animal has not
Deen re-sighted.

1/13/09: Subadult humpback whale entangled in crab pot gear off Huula, Oahu

Subadult humpback whale (25 - 30 feet) reported entangled in local crab gear (gear not confirmed) by
local rod/reel fisherman late in the day (dusk). Line seen wrapped around animal's wailstock. Unknown if
other parts of the body ane involved. Portion of buoyline along with all floats removed by gomd-
intentioned local fisherman (not reported gear owner). Unfortunacely, significant, and potentially lethal,
amount of line and pot(s) believed to remain on animal. No line remains at surface.

No response mounted due to ime of Jday. MNature of entanglement (no gear trailing) will make this animal
difficalt o re-sight and free. Therne have been no re-sights of this animal to dare.

11%09: Adult humpback whale entangled off Ship Wreck Beach, Lanai

Auult humpback whale seen by Sunshine Helicopters with light green-colored met trailing approximately
45 feet behind animal.  Gear appears to be attached o animal's tailstock. No floats visible.

Response mounted by Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale Mational Marine Sanctuary. Considering tme
of day (15:15) plan was to mount a rapid response, hopefully re-locate, assess, and tag the animal for later
digentanglement effort, Unfortunarcly, the animal was not re=located. This animal has not been re-sighted
to Jare,

HIHWNMS SAC MINUTES #54

15



2/170%: Subadult humpback whale entangled off Lahaina, Mani

Subadult humpback seen entangled by Hawaian Rafting Adventures’ (HEA) vessel. Animal appears o
have light-colored (white?), small gauge line around right flipper and ailstock before railing several
hundred feet behind. An oval-shaped, orange 2 foor diameter buoy lies along the right side of the animal.

Fesponse mounted by Hawaiian Islands Huompback Whale National Marine Sanctoary, NOAA Fisheries
amnd US Coast Guard. HEA vessel attempied o stamdby animal until response team could ammive.
Unfortunately, the animal was lost while the team was enroute and not re-located. The team aboard the
Sanctuary response vessel searched for several hours and assessed over 20 different humpbacks, but was
ungble to re-locate the animal.  In addition, the United States Coast Guard assisied by providing a CG
Auxibary aerial asset. The acrial asset also scarched the area and while many whales were observed
(=30), none were entangled.

Location of entanglement reports to date:
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MEMORANDUM

To: Sanctuary Advisory Council, Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine
Sanctuary (HIHWNMS)

From: Jeff Walters, Sanctuary Co-Manager, Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources
(DLNR), Division of Aquatic Resources (DAR)

Subject: HIHWNMS state office update for the period of March 13, 2008 through February 3,
2009 (Prepared for the February 3, 2009, Council meeting).

Resource Protection — Field Work

The state sanctuary program was active in a variety of resource protection field activities, broadly
categorized as cetacean stranding response, Hawaiian monk seal protection, and volunteer network
development. All of these activities were conducted, as usual, in close coordination with, and under the
authorization of NOAA'’s National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), Pacific Island Regional Office
(PIRO), Protected Resources Division (PRD).

Cetacean Stranding Response

Sperm Whale Carcass, Kahuku, Oahu, July 2008

State sanctuary staff worked closely with NMFS PIRO, Hawaii Pacific University, and local community
members to remove the carcass of an adult sperm whale from a poorly accessible shoreline area near
Kahuku on the Island of Oahu. The 11-meter carcass, weighing approximately 10 tons, was fetched up on
a coralline tidal ledge against a rocky cliff. Numerous pieces of heavy equipment and significant staff
time and effort were required to ensure effective, safe and culturally sensitive carcass removal, and
subsequent burial and collection of numerous bones, teeth and tissue samples. This response played out
over two weeks and resulted in numerous television news and newspaper stories.

Unidentified Baleen Whale Carcass, Waialua, Oahu, January 2009

State sanctuary staff removed the remains of a large baleen whale from the shore break at Waialua, Oahu.
Sharks had been reported feeding on the carcass over the holiday weekend, and staff posted shark
warning signs, conducted outreach with nearby shoreline residents, and coordinated with City & County
of Honolulu Water Safety Division officials regarding public safety concerns. After finalizing logistics
and securing equipment, on Wednesday, January 21, sanctuary staff manually pulled the carcass out of
the surf and on to the beach using large meat hooks attached to nylon line. Once out of the surf, staff used
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large knives to manually cut the whale remains into pieces weighing approximately 50 Ibs each, and
placed them into large plastic bags. The City & County of Honolulu Public Works Division provided a
front-end loader and dump truck that hauled away the remains and buried it in a nearby landfill. The total
weight of remains removed was approximately 1,500 Ibs. It was not possible to determine the species of
whale, but rorqual pleats were observed on the remains, leading to the tentative determination of some
species of baleen whale. This response resulted in at least two television news stories.

Spinner Dolphin Live Strandings, Hawaii Island

Big Island staff and volunteers partnered with, DOCARE, NOAA PIRO and Hawaii Pacific University to
respond to, prep and ship two spinner dolphin carcasses to Oahu. In both cases the animal came ashore
alive, so staff and volunteers were able to respond and assist with education and outreach on the beach to
concerned beach goers, as well as handle and prepare the animal for shipment to Oahu once the animal
expired.

Spinner Dolphin, Anahola, Kauai, January 2009

The state monk seal response coordinator responded to a NOAA stranding network call of a stranded
Spinner Dolphin up the Anahola River. Two trained volunteers acted as primary responders to confirm
the stranding and act accordingly to keep public safe. The coordinator collected stranding supplies,
volunteers and two other veterinarians to assist. The team arrived in the dark, to find DOCARE officers,
and surfers who had initially found the dolphin steadying it on the sand bar as the tide was rising.
Volunteers assisted to get the dolphin onto a stretcher to remove from the river and free surfers from
being in the cold water. The dolphin was weak and struggled mildly while it was assessed. Sedative was
administered, public thanked for their participation and the dolphin was moved to a quiet secure location
to euthanize and collect samples. The dolphin was put on ice and stored overnight at the DLNR base
yard. Drs. Kristi West (HPU) and Wendy Mcllroy assisted with the necropsy the following day. Select
students and volunteers also participated and were educated. The samples and skeleton were sent with
Dr. West to HPU, while the remainder of the carcass was disposed of at the Kauai Humane Society. A
follow up conference call was done with David Schofield, Greg Levine (consulting veterinarian) and
other island coordinators for education and tech transfer.

Orca, Poipu, Kauai, October 2008

Received call at 11pm of live Orca stranded off Brennekes. An incident command structure was set up
and a response mounted with animal cordoned off from the public. The stranding team arrived early Oct.
23, with the whale being observed, blessed by native Hawaiian practitioners, sedated and euthanized. The
carcass was collected, transported to site for necropsy and disposal. Acknowledgments and mahalos were
sent to various participants in the response. Debrief conference calls were held regarding the stranding
with various participants.

Humpback Calf False Alarm, Polihale, Kauai

The Kauai monk seal coordinator responded to report of dead whale at Polihale. Investigation revealed a
humpb