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Hawaiian Islands Hunipback Whale National Marine Sanctuary

June 25, 2008

National Fish & Wildlife Foundation
1120 Connecticut Avenue, N.W., Suite 900
Washington, D.C. 20036

Subject: Letter of Support for “Aerial Survey to Map Marine Debris

in the Main Hawaiian Islands” Project

To Whom It May Concern:

The Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council (Council)
wholeheartedly supports the proposed project titled “Aerial Survey to Map Marine Debris in the
Main Hawaiian Islands.” The Council believes the project supports innovative and effective
conservation and stewardship of the marine environment.

The value of this project to management issues related to humpback whales is evident. The
Council recognizes that one of the primary threats to humpback whales is entanglement in marine
debris and the proposed project would identify areas within the Hawatian Islands Humpback
Whale National Marine Sanctuary where whales are most at risk.

In addition to providing information that will help resource managers to understand the threat
posed by marine debris to Hawaii’s marine resources, the Council also believes that the project
will provide invaluable information on the location of marine mammal species that are observed
within the survey areas.

Collecting data on living marine resources as well as on the location of marine debris will lead to 2
better nnderstanding of the overall problem of wildlife entanglement, will allow for the removal of
marine debris, and will lead to better protection for critical resources and habitats.

We strongly urge you to fund this proposal. Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,

W7o/

William A. Friedl

Advisory Council Chair

Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale

National Marine Sanctuary Advisory Council

Phone: 397-2651 Fax: 397-2650



