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Resolution supporting the expansion of the  

Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary 
July 14, 2020 

 
WHEREAS the Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary has the 
largest advisory council (over 30 members) in the entire national marine sanctuary system; 
 
WHEREAS we represent a number of different and varied community groups, including 
fishing, diving interests, transportation, cultural, and research specialists, as well as state 
and federal agencies; 
 
WHEREAS the value of a national marine sanctuary has been proven to enhance 
protections of the marine environment, further research and provide educational 
opportunities to communities adjacent to the sanctuary boundaries; 
 
WHEREAS The Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary would further protect 
critical habitat including 14 additional reefs and banks in the northwestern Gulf of 
Mexico. The proposal would increase the sanctuary’s protected area from 56 square miles 
to 160 square miles and extend existing sanctuary protections to the new area including 
prohibiting anchoring, limiting the destructive impacts of activities related to fishing with 
bottom-tending gears and oil and gas exploration and production, and salvaging activities 
on sensitive biological resources; 
 
WHEREAS the SAC supports the recommendations of our sister sanctuary advisory 
council at the Flower Garden Banks National Marine Sanctuary in terms of the expansion 
proposal; 
 
WHEREAS the SAC views our sister sanctuaries as cornerstones of protection in the 
marine waters around the United States; 
 
WHEREAS the SAC recognizes the special importance of national marine sanctuary 
development and the potential for exchange of research, education and other important 
information between national marine sanctuary sites; 
 
BE IT RESOLVED that the SAC supports the expansion of the Flower Garden Banks 
National Marine Sanctuary, the only national marine sanctuary located solely in the Gulf of 
Mexico. 
 
ADOPTED by Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary Advisory 
Council during a virtual meeting on July 29, 2020. 
 
 
 
  
Solomon Pili Kaho‘ohalahala , Chair 
 






